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Sharmila claims gold
in para shot put F57

CWEALTH GAMES

Press Trust of India
GLASGOW

Sharmila Dhankar scripted
history on Monday as she
won India’s first para ath-
letics gold medal in the
Commonwealth Games,
clinching the top spot in
the women’s shot put F57
event here.

The 40-year-old pro-
duced a season-best throw
of 9.81m to end India’s 20-
year wait for a para athlet-
ics medal in the CWG.

Another Indian, Shilpa
Shyla, was awarded the
bronze medal following an
Indian protest in contro-
versial circumstances. Shy-
la had produced a personal
best effort of 7.26m.

Nigeria’s Eucharia Iyiazi
was initially placed at the
bronze medal position but
after a protest and official
review, her only valid mark
was adjudged a foul. That
led to Shyla being upgrad-
ed to bronze from initial

fourth place. However, it is
likely that a counter prot-
est may also be launched
by Nigeria.

F57 classification is for
athletes with lower limb
impairments, limb defi-
ciencies, or reduced mus-
cle power.

Infected with polio on
her left leg at the age of
two, Sharmila won a gold
medal in the Fazza Interna-
tional Para Athletics Cham-
pionship this year. She also
took part in the 2022 Bir-
mingham Games and fin-
ished fourth.

Meanwhile, India’s Sri-
hari Nataraj qualified for
the 100m backstroke semi-
finals but veteran Sajan
Prakash failed to go past
the Heats of 50m butterfly
event on Tuesday. Srihari
finished fifth in his Heat
and 13th overall with a tim-
ing of 55.58 seconds. The
16 fastest swimmers ad-
vanced to the semifinals.
Sajan, however, failed to
qualify after finishing
eighth in his Heat and 28th
overall.

29J7. Sharmila claims gold in para shot put F57
w57 W Qe ge F afdter F shar waot gew

e Sharmila Dhankar scripted history on Monday as she
won India’s first para athletics gold medal in the
Commonwealth Games, clinching the top spot in the
women’s shot put F57 event here.

ATHAT ST F AFAR 1 3T I e, 9 I8 FIAAdeY
mﬁmmmﬂvuﬁﬁwmmsﬁaﬁ?aﬁ
AT effe YT TH57 TqUT H Tgoll U1 gTidel T

e The 40-year-old produced a season-best throw of

9.81m to end India’s 20-year wait for a para athletics medal in
the CWG.

4oaﬁw@a@ﬁ9.81ma$rmmwaé%mm§tr
FAAICY AFT (CWG) H T vyeifead U & folv 1R & 20
¥ e SR T FATCT fhaT|

e Another Indian, Shilpa Shyla, was awarded the

bronze medal following an Indian protest in controversial
circumstances.

Teh 3T AR TQmsr fRrear enaer &1 [daerde aRkiEufaar
H AR SaRT &of T T fARIE o d1e; FIET Teah Tl fhar
|

e Shyla had produced a personal best effort of 7.26m.
AT & 7.26 FNeX &7 AT AT TEASS TEeheT fovam 2|

¢ Nigeria’s Eucharia lyiazi was initially placed at the
bronze medal position but after a protest and official review,

her only valid mark was adjudged a foul.
AT T T RaT 3RSl T Ter & FIET vea T REUfey 7 1@ arm o7, AfereT fae 3k
3RS THNET & §1E 3oTeh THATT I T HT B3l DT T & aram|

e F57 classification is for athletes with lower limb impairments, limb deficiencies, or
reduced muscle power.

TH57 JITRIOT 37 T@ATSAT & TT § ToraTeT forerer 3791Y Y 3ravdT, 3791 Y HHT I ATHIRAAT 6ir
fFa A FAT AT I

¢ Infected with polio on her left leg at the age of two, Sharmila won a gold medal in the Fazza
International Para Athletics Championship this year.

&Y ¥ <Y 3T ¥ 3= T¢I A A & Tefad g% Aafer 2 38 a¥ Gl gewaere 3
TafeFy AT 7 Tt ygw Shan)

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Kushare clinches a historic
silver for India in high jump

The 3l-year-old is the first from the country to finish second in the discipline at the Games;

Jamaica’s Beckford takes home the gold; injuries dash the hopes of Tejaswin and hurdler Shirse

K. Keerthivasan
GLASGOW

or every attempt by

Sarvesh Kushare in

the men’s high jump
final of the Commonwealth
Games at the Scotstoun Sta-
dium here on Monday, the
modest gathering of spec-
tators responded with
warm applause and cheers.
But when the Indian
stepped up for his third
and final attempt at 2.28m
in expectations of a gold
medal - after Romaine
Beckford had failed to clear
the same height in his final
attempt — sepulchral si-
lence descended over the
stadium. It was evident that
the crowd wanted the 31-
year-old Indian to win.

However, it wasn’t to be.
Kushare settled for the sil-
ver medal — the first for In-
dia in able-bodied athletics
at this Games. It was also
the first silver by an Indian
high jumper at the qua-
drennial event.

Beckford had sailed past
2.25m in his first try, while
the Indian National record
holder managed the same
height only in his third,
handing the Jamaican the
gold on countback.

“l am happy to win a
medal in my second Com-
monwealth Games. The
cold weather affected my
warm-up and warm-down
routine. I was a bit con-

No time to relax: Kushare said he will now focus on the Asian Games. AFP

fused, but it was a good
learning experience and a
lot of fun. I won’t relax now
and will focus on the Asian
Games,” said Kushare.

However, it turned out
to be a disappointing day
for Tejaswin Sankar, the
bronze medallist at the
2022 Birmingham Com-
monwealth Games.

Initially, there was con-
fusion when the official
Commonwealth  Games
website displayed a DNS
(Did Not Start) against his
name.

When queried, officials
said it was a “technical
glitch”. A few minutes later,
spectators saw Tejaswin on
the stadium’s giant screen

waving at them.

The 27-year-old failed in
his opening attempt at
2.05m before retiring from
the competition.

Later, Tejaswin said he
withdrew because of sev-
ere pain caused by tendon-
itis in his knee.

“I think I've always had
tendonitis in my knee.
There isn’t a high jumper in
the world who hasn’t suf-
fered tendonitis. It was just
one of those days. I was
confident of doing well and
winning a medal. In fact, I
was feeling good and was in
great shape during my
warm-up,” he said while
trying to control his tears.

Tejaswin said he would

now focus on recovering in
time for his next event, the
decathlon on Friday.

“I'll try to fix this injury.
I’'m not on vacation. There
are two days before my
next event, and I'll start my
recovery,” he said.

Jack Kimani of England
finished third (2.2m), while
the third Indian in the field,
Adarsh Ram, came fifth
(2.15).

Meanwhile, Tejas Shirse
finished eighth and last in
the men’s 110m hurdles fi-
nal in 15.39 seconds and
was seen limping towards
the end of the race.

“I felt pain in my left an-
kle during the warm-up be-
fore the race,” Shirse said.

29J7. Kushare clinches a historic silver for India in high jump

FAR A §T$ S A 7R & favw Mg+ od g Sfar

For every attempt by Sarvesh Kushare in the men's high jump final of the Commonwealth
Games at the Scotstoun Stadium here on Monday, the modest gathering of spectators
responded with warm applause and cheers.

HIHAAR FT TT FhIeTeI3 R fFIH H AT FiAaaey AF7 T Tl I §1§ T Brgere Tef
g FAN & & T R Hlsfe DA T & eehi o Il & crferdr s 3R
ScHIETY T 3oThT TN fhaT|

Kushare settled for the silver medal — the first for India in able-bodied athletics at this
Games.

FAR HY T YGH & Tl A1 I5T — ST 3o Yol 7 WaTH (TH-A1813) TYAfeFH 7 $R 1
UgolT U UT|
It was also the first silver by an Indian high jumper at the quadrennial event.

g IR Fui e 7 fRE AR 81§ S9R SaRT SidT 31T Ugell Toid Yedh T 27|
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Summary of Sportspersons, Event, Medal, and
Significance

Sportsperson

Sport/Event

Competition

Rank/Position

Medal

Specific Uniqueness /
Achievement

Sharmila
Dhankar

Women's
Shot Put F57
(Para
Athletics)

Commonwealth
Games

1st

Gold

Won India’s first-ever
Para Athletics Gold
Medal in the history of the
Commonwealth Games.
Ended India's 20-year wait
for a Para Athletics medal
at the CWG with a season-
best throw of 9.81 m.
Previously finished 4th at
the 2022 Birmingham
CWG and had earlier won
gold at the Fazza
International Para
Athletics Championship.

Shilpa Shyla

\Women's
Shot Put F57
(Para
Athletics)

Commonwealth
Games

3rd (upgraded
from 4th)

UJ
Bronze

Initially finished 4th, but
was upgraded to Bronze
after India's successful
protest against Nigeria's
athlete. Recorded a
personal best throw of
7.26 m.

Sarvesh
Kushare

Men's High
Jump

Commonwealth
Games

2nd

Silver

Became the first Indian
high jumper to win a
Silver Medal in
Commonwealth Games
history. Also won India’s
first medal in able-bodied
athletics at these Games.
Lost gold on countback
after both he and Romaine
Beckford cleared 2.25 m,
but Beckford cleared it in
fewer attempts.

Romaine
Beckford
(Jamaica)

Men's High
Jump

Commonwealth
Games

1st

Gold

Won the gold medal on the
countback rule, having
cleared 2.25 m on his first
attempt, whereas Sarvesh
Kushare required three
attempts.

Jack Kimani
(England)

Men's High
Jump

Commonwealth
Games

3rd

Bronze

Cleared 2.20 m to secure
the bronze medal.
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GS Paper 1: History 29 July 2026
TOPICS COVERED
29J7 | QUIZ

Questions and s to the'previous day’s daily quiz: 1. Three 29J7. Q ulz
properties from India were the first to be given UNESCO World Heritage

Site status in 1983. Ans: Ajanta Caves, Ellora Caves, the Agra Fort 1 Wh |Ch propertIeS fl’0m Ind lawere the fl rst to be
2. Unique feature of the Khangchendzonga National Park inscribed to the inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritag e Listin
list. Ans: It is the only one in the Mixed category

3. The inscribed property across Tamil Nadu, West Bengal and Himachal 19839

Pradesh. Ans: The Mountain Railways of India (Nilgiri Mountain

Railway, Darjeeling Himalayan Railway and Kalka Shimla Railway)

4. Name the two sites that were at different times part of ‘World Heritage ® AJ anta Caves (Maharashtra), Ellora Caves

in Danger’ list. Ans: Manas Wildlife Sanctuary and the monuments at (M ahal’ashtra), and Agra Fort (Uttar Prad eSh) became the
dampt ) , . , first Indian properties to be inscribed on the UNESCO

5. This site is transnational being shared with six other countries. Ans: . .

The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier World He”tage Listin 1983.

6. Inscribed in 2003, this site exhibits the earliest traces of human life in ° Ajanta Caves are renowned for their Buddhist rock-

India. Ans: Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka, Madhya Pradesh

7. The Indian currency notes featuring the Konark Sun Temple and the cut monasteries and murals ! datlng from apprOX|mater the

Sanchi Stupa. Ans: Rs. 10 and Rs. 200 respectively 2nd century BCE to the 6th century CE.
Visual: Name this WHS and the State in which it is located. Ans: Rani ki ° Ellora Caves represent a unique coexistence of
Vav, Gujarat

Buddhist, Hindu and Jain monuments, constructed
between the 6th and 10th centuries CE.
e Agra Fort, built primarily under Emperor Akbar (1565 onwards), served as the principal
Mughal imperial residence before the capital shifted to Delhi.

2. What is the unigue feature of the Khangchendzonga National Park among India's
UNESCO World Heritage Sites?

e Khangchendzonga National Park, located in Sikkim, was inscribed on the UNESCO World
Heritage List in 2016.

e |tisIndia's only Mixed World Heritage Site, recognised for both its exceptional natural
biodiversity and rich cultural and spiritual heritage.

o The park encompasses ecosystems ranging from subtropical forests to alpine meadows
and glaciers, including parts of Mount Khangchendzonga, the world's third-highest
mountain (8,586 m).

e ltis sacred to the Lepcha community and Tibetan Buddhist traditions, where mountains,
lakes and forests possess deep religious significance.

e The park also shelters globally important wildlife such as the Snow Leopard, Red Panda,
Himalayan Tahr and Musk Deer, making it significant for biodiversity conservation.

3. Which UNESCO World Heritage property extends across Tamil Nadu, West Bengal
and Himachal Pradesh?

The Mountain Railways of India is a serial UNESCO World Heritage Property comprising:
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway (West Bengal) — inscribed 1999.

Nilgiri Mountain Railway (Tamil Nadu) — added 2005.

Kalka—Shimla Railway (Himachal Pradesh) — added 2008.

These railways represent remarkable examples of 19th- and early 20th-century mountain
engineering, overcoming steep gradients through tunnels, bridges, loops and zigzags.

4. Name the two Indian UNESCO World Heritage Sites that were, at different times,
placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger.

e Manas Wildlife Sanctuary (Assam) was placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger in
1992 due to armed conflict, poaching and severe damage to park infrastructure.

¢ Following sustained conservation efforts by the Government of India, the Government of
Assam and international partners, it was removed from the Danger List in 2011.
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e The Group of Monuments at Hampi (Karnataka) was placed on the Danger List from 1999
to 2006 because of concerns regarding infrastructure development and threats to its
archaeological integrity.

e After corrective conservation measures and improved site management, UNESCO removed
Hampi from the Danger List in 2006.

e These examples illustrate that UNESCO may temporarily list sites as "in danger" to
encourage stronger conservation measures rather than revoke their World Heritage status.

5. Which Indian UNESCO World Heritage Site is part of a transnational serial property
shared with six other countries?

This World Heritage Property was inscribed in 2016 as a transnational serial nomination.
It includes 17 architectural works distributed across seven countries:

Argentina

Belgium

France

Germany

India

Japan

Switzerland.

India’'s contribution is the Capitol Complex at Chandigarh, designed by the renowned
architect Le Corbusier.

6. Which UNESCO World Heritage Site, inscribed in 2003, contains the earliest known
traces of human life in India?

e The Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka, located in Raisen District, Madhya Pradesh, were
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2003.

e The site contains over 700 rock shelters, many of which preserve prehistoric paintings
depicting hunting, dancing, rituals and everyday life.

e Archaeological evidence indicates continuous human occupation from the Lower
Palaeolithic period through the Mesolithic, Chalcolithic and later historical periods.

e The paintings employ natural pigments and represent one of the world's longest continuous
artistic traditions.

e Bhimbetka provides crucial evidence regarding the evolution of prehistoric human life, cultural
development and artistic expression on the Indian subcontinent.

7. Which Indian currency notes feature the Konark Sun Temple and the Sanchi Stupa?

e The 10 banknote of the Mahatma Gandhi (New) Series, issued by the Reserve Bank of
India, features the Konark Sun Temple (Odisha) on its reverse side.

e The Konark Sun Temple, built during the 13th century by King Narasimhadeva | of the
Eastern Ganga dynasty, was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984.

e The %200 banknote displays the Sanchi Stupa (Madhya Pradesh).

e The Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi, established originally under Emperor Ashoka in the
3rd century BCE, were inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1989.

e Both monuments highlight India's rich cultural heritage through the country's currency.

8. Visual Identification: Name this UNESCO World Heritage Site and the State in which
it is located.

e Rani-ki-Vav (Queen's Stepwell) is situated at Patan in Gujarat.

e |t was built during the 11th century CE by Queen Udayamati in memory of her husband
King Bhima | of the Solanki (Chaulukya) dynasty.

e The monument was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2014.
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e |tis celebrated as one of the finest surviving examples of India's stepwell architecture,
featuring intricate sculptures of Vishnu, Lakshmi, Shiva, celestial beings and
mythological figures.

GS Paper 1: Society

29 July 2026

TOPICS COVERED

29J7 | ‘Gen Alpha’ students stage walkout for basic facilities

et 3rewr & faeafdat & gfaary giaensit A Avr w1 AwT Hanat F1 affwr
‘Gen Alpha’ 29J7. ‘Gen Alpha’ students stage walkout for basic facilities
students stage ‘S 3rewr & Rt g girumsit F #r F A FanHt F
walkout for afeser fFar
basic facilities
IGS | Society | e Days after the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)-led student protest in Delhi
Ishita Mishra drew national attention, a similar expression of dissent emerged from Uttar

NEW DELHI

Days after the Cockroach
Janta Party-led student
protest in Delhi drew na-
tional attention, a similar
expression of dissent has
emerged from Uttar Pra-
desh’s Fatehpur district on
Tuesday.

Hundreds of students at
a government-aided school
walked out of their class-
rooms and staged a a prot-
est demanding better in-
frastructure. The school
administration had to call
in police personnel to

Pradesh’s Fatehpur district on Tuesday.
feeel & FihT STAAT 9Tt (CIP) a:ﬁqaﬁgumaiamasmwwwm
TR et o F© el dfe;, HIATAR T I YU F Feq? forer & 8 5l JevR

faRYer yeeiet A 3ma|

e Hundreds of students at a government-aided school walked out of their
classrooms and staged a protest demanding better infrastructure.

Tsh TSR WETIaT WTed faeamery & dersi faeamdt aroet wamsit & arex foveher 30 31K
SEA TR VLT T FIIT T oY TG foaT|

Human Generations: Timeline and Characteristics

maintain order.
Birth Current
Generation Years Age Pﬁgrl:]lzr Key Characteristics
(Approx.) (2026)
Silent 81-98 Experienced the Great Depression
Generation 1928-1945 ears Traditionalists ||and World War IlI; value discipline,
y loyalty, and hard work.
62-80 Born during the post-World War Il
Baby Boomers 1946-1964 ears Boomers population boom; witnessed rapid
y industrialization and economic growth.
. Grew up before the internet;
Generation X 1965-1980 46-61 Gen X adaptable, independent, and career-
(Gen X) years oriented.
. : Came of age during the internet
Millennials 30-45 Gen Y / Lo . )
(Generation V) 1981-1996 years Millennials revol_utlon, familiar le[h computers,
mobile phones, and social media.
: First true digital natives; grew up with
%eennerzz;tlon z 1997-2012 12;239 Zoomers smartphones, social media, online
y learning, and streaming platforms.
| Generation 12013-2024 ||2-13  ||Gen Alpha | Born entirely in the era of Al, tablets,

Page /
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Birth Current Pooular
Generation Years Age Ngme Key Characteristics
(Approx.) (2026)
Alpha (Gen || (approx.) years voice assistants, and smart devices;
Alpha) expected to be the most
technologically connected generation.
The first generation born into an Al-
driven world. They are expected to
Generation Beta || 2025-2039 0-1 vear | Gen Beta grow up with advanced robotics,
(Gen Beta) (projected) y generative Al, autonomous vehicles,
smart homes, and immersive
technologies.
GS Paper 1. Geography 29 July 2026
TOPICS COVERED
29J7 | UN chief makes rare Cyprus visit to help ease decades-old ethnic division

TYFA TSE T A GUHT [ SATAT FAATSTT Y F F1 & FAT AT AY goter Aram iy

'UN chief makes rare Cyprus visit to
help ease decades-old ethnic division
GS |: Geography |

Associated Press
NICOSIA

U.N. Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres on a rare vi-
sit to Cyprus said on Tues-
day he was demonstrating
his commitment to resolv-
ing the island nation’s de-
cades-old ethnic division,
even as expectations re-
main low for a speedy
breakthrough leading to a
peace accord.

“I will do everything I
can to support the Greek
Cypriots and Turkish Cy-
priots in this very impor-
tant moment,” Mr. Gu-
terres said after talks with
Greek Cypriot President
Nikos Christodoulides.

The U.N. chief also met
with Turkish Cypriot lead-
er Tufan Erhurman and
was scheduled to hold
joint meetings with both la-

Peace moves: UN Secretary -General Antonio Guterresin a meetmg
with Cyprus President Nikos Christodoulides on Tuesday. REUTERS

ter in the day and on
Wednesday.

The first visit by a U.N.
chief in 16 years came dur-
ing renewed efforts to res-
ume formal peace talks af-
ter a nearly decade-long
hiatus. The last major
push, which Mr. Guterres
mediated in 2017, col-

lapsed in recriminations
over who and what was to
blame for the impasse.
Numerous rounds of
U.N.-mediated talks have
shared the same fate since
1974, when the island was
divided following a Turkish
invasion prompted by an
Athens-backed coup with

the stated goal of union
with Greece. Turkish Cy-
priots declared indepen-
dence in the island’s north-
ern third in 1983 but it is
only recognised by Turki-
ye, which maintains more
than 35,000 troops there.
Cyprus joined the Euro-
pean Union in 2004, but
only the internationally re-
cognised south enjoys full
benefits.

A few months before his
U.N. term expires, Mr. Gu-
terres wants to convene a
wider meeting to involve
top diplomats from Cy-
prus’ guarantors — Greece,
Turkiye and Britain — to
declare a formal start to
peace talks. It is hoped a
declaration would offer
momentum to the process
so that Mr. Guterres’ suc-
cessor could see it
through.

29J7. UN chief makes rare Cyprus visit to help ease decades-old ethnic

division

VIFA AT TG A GUHT [N AT FAHTSTT Y FH FA & forw 1390 Y geler ar

&
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U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, on a rare visit to Cyprus, said on Tuesday he
was demonstrating his commitment to resolving the island nation’s decades-old ethnic
division, even as expectations remain low for a speedy breakthrough leading to a peace
accord.

YF g AT TIAAY AT A HIAAR T WIFIH T Teh GTeAsT AT o ERTe gl o &
58 I IS o GRHI YR ST FAHTSTeT bl FATCT et b Ffet 39T Sfciaerar v fdia

% € gy o enify wwsitar o ferem & foradY 9t Aherar T TevaaT 3rsh it weA B

‘I will do everything I can to support the Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots in this
very important moment,” Mr. Guterres said after talks with Greek Cypriot President Nikos
Christodoulides.

e wrsfire wgafa sk Sreaigfaft & aryr ardl & are s ¥w & =t “H 59 sria
Hgcayet wA 7 M wsfiret ik gt anfiet &1 awds w3 & fow & wwa s w6

The U.N. chief also met with Turkish Cypriot leader Tufan Erhurman and was scheduled
to hold joint meetings with both leaders later in the day and on Wednesday.

ﬂﬁwqwﬁgﬁmﬁmwwﬁaﬂwﬁamﬁmﬁmﬁaﬂ?
FUAR I el A3 6 T T Sk forefiie o

The first visit by a U.N. chief in 16 years came during renewed efforts to resume formal
peace talks after a nearly decade-long hiatus.
16ﬁﬁ%ﬂgﬁwq§uﬁrwmw@w§éﬁ, SIS ST Ueh G2AF & HaTel
o ae; 3ioreieh eifer aral It 3TReT et & 9 fohw o1 3¢ &

The last major push, which Mr. Guterres mediated in 2017, collapsed in recriminations over
who and what was to blame for the impasse.

2017 3 A IEXW BT FALAEAAT H gHT T 3T T 3 I T IRETR HRIT-TARIT
HRT fawer g1 373 o a1ferier & forw sl 31k = fSeaeR arl

Numerous rounds of U.N.-mediated talks have shared the same fate since 1974, when the
island was divided following a Turkish invasion prompted by an Athens-backed coup with
the stated goal of union with Greece.

1974 T 319 T A TSE BT HLATAT 3 g5 31oieh AT T J€Y TROMA T &1 33 a¥ ot &
12T THIRRUT o 3EERY W T FATHA T&TIere & §1e §U Tohi HTHHAUT & TRUMHETET I8
gaa fasnfard g arm i

Turkish Cypriots declared independence in the island’s northern third in 1983, but it is only
recognised by Turkiye, which maintains more than 35,000 troops there.

gt ameRirel &1 1983 # @y & 3 Ueh-TIgTS HIeT i T BN R, fohe] 39 el gl
& Aear &ar &, TogsT ggf 35,000 ¥ 3w e Sad =@ &

Cyprus joined the European Union (EU) in 2004, but only the internationally recognised
southern part enjoys the full benefits.

WEIH 2004 A AT FG (EU) T T 611, fohed el HAWRTSET TR T A Il Jred
afaroft 1T Y €1 SHehT qUT HeF T & o U B

A few months before his U.N. term expires, Mr. Guterres wants to convene a wider meeting
involving top diplomats from Cyprus’ guarantors — Greece, Turkiye, and Britain — to
declare a formal start to peace talks.

379 HYeT ST FRIPICT BT FATMCT T FS AL Teel A X AH & TR &t — 7,
afEe, 3 BT — & MY Tt Y U SaTIS Ao el =6 8, difeh eaifer ara v
3ioreies BT T BT Y ST Heh |

It is hoped that such a declaration would provide momentum to the process so that Mr.
Guterres’ successor could see it through.

3AT2IT SIS T SITIRT & Toh UHT GIOT 3 Sfehdr ol «137 I1f3-Wiedmgs (Momentum) &3, i
A T & SANAHRY 57 AT TThIT T ABATIdh 31T Tl Tehal |
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29J7 | Panel on SC status for Dalit converts yet to submit report
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Panel on SC 29J7. Panel on SC status for Dalit converts yet to submit report
status for Dalit o SATRAT FI FFART Y 7 gt & T Aot wiAfa F araht

converts yet to T RIS Seqe wiet A1

Smelt I'ﬁ‘p()l‘t e More than a month after Justice K.G. Balakrishnan (Retd.)-led

TSN  Comission finished its study to examine whether Scheduled Caste (SC)

Abhinay Lakshman status can be accorded to Dalit converts, its report has not yet been submitted,
_ NEW DELH The Hindu has learnt.

More [ha_n a month a_.&er W*\_’h W (m) Eﬁl’ﬁﬁmaﬁmmmmﬁ
the Justice K.G. Balakrish- Y SFTGTRIE SR (SC) 1 Gt T STToY Y FHIGAT TR 3T LT U hT §T Wy

nan (retd)-led commission

finished its study t - .
e et ety IR B 3770 T &I STTet & Srefe 36T RN 3130 7 e 71 1 75 &, T§

Caste status can be accord- SRR & %qﬁ el %’l

ed to Dalit converts, its re- . 9 . . .
port has not yet been sub- e The three-member Commission of Inquiry was constituted in October

mitted, The Hindu has 2022.
learnt. Ig et e Sifer AT 3reFeaT 2022 7 1o forar arar am|
Sources aware of the de- S
velopments said that while
the report was readied last
month, “annexures” for it
are being “put together”
and that the report will
likely be submitted “soon”.
Significantly, the last dea-
dline for the commission’s
work expired on June 10,
and the government has
since not issued any notifi-
cation extending the time
for the panel’s work.
The three-member
Commission of Inquiry
was constituted in October
2022.
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Iran’s Afghan balancing act amid regional upheaval

Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,

that stretched over a week amid a
spiralling war and significant internal turmoil at
the seat of power for Shiism, saw multiple
personalities visit Tehran. Almost unnoticed,
however, was the presence of delegations from
both the Taliban and the opposition Northern
Alliance. The two have been fighting each other,
in various iterations, over Afghanistan since the
1990s.

T he funeral proceedings of Iran’s late

Complex equations

The presence of the Taliban’s Deputy Prime
Minister for Economic Affairs Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar along with Taliban Foreign Minister Amir
Khan Muttagqi on the one hand and the Northern
Alliance’s Ahmed Massoud, son of the group’s
founder Ahmed Shah Massoud on the other,
highlighted the delicate game of geopolitics that
continues to persist on Tehran’s eastern front.
While Iran is the one country which has built the
strongest influence with Kabul since the collapse
of the government of President Ashraf Ghani
(August 2021), it still does not officially recognise
the Taliban government. This is hardly
surprising, considering that until the 1990s, Iran,
along with India, Russia, Tajikistan and other
neighbouring and foreign states, supported the
Northern Alliance.

The chaotic withdrawal of the United States
from Afghanistan, in August 2021, two decades
after a post-9/11 war launched against al Qaeda
was a critical moment in Tehran. The consistent
and massive deployment of western military
power on its borders was a perpetual nightmare
that had to be factored into its calculations.
Pakistan’s support for and incubation of the
Afghan Taliban, while simultaneously backing the
U.S.-led ‘war on terror’, created a sinkhole of
competing interests, where the Venn diagram of
who was supporting whom became so

WS
Kabir Taneja
Executive Director
of the Observer

Research Foundation
Middle East

The events of
2021 on Iran’s
eastern front
continue to
influence
Tehran’s choices
amid the war

in 2026

convoluted that foreign powers often ceded the
upper hand to regional players. The fact that al
Qaeda founder Osama Bin Laden was eventually
found in Abbottabad, Pakistan (May 2011), ina
large house — and not a cave in the infamous Tora
Bora — was not a coincidence.

The Afghan chessboard

The Iranian viewpoint on the Taliban and the
Afghan landscape changed significantly after 9/11.
While Tehran remains sceptical of the Taliban
and the future of its rule to this day, it
simultaneously recognises that an
insurgency-turned-government will always carry
a question mark over its long-term stability. The
ideclogical and tribal fissures that persist also
require micromanagement, which means
creating enemies along volatile borders is not in
anyone’s long-term interests.

Following 2021, the Taliban was in search of
both power and patronage. Iran could offer some
of the power, but only a limited amount of the
patronage. The calculation behind this was to free
up a major front from as much conflict as
possible. The Northern Alliance, largely
concentrated in the mountainous northern
province of Panjshir, was both weak and
disorganised, with infighting having hollowed out
any possibility of cohesion and structure. In fact,
since February, as clouds of war gathered, the
Taliban reiterated that it would support Iran
should the country come under attack.
Zabihullah Mujahid, a spokesman close to Taliban
emir Hibatullah Akhundzada, said in an interview
with Iranian state radio that they would support
Iran if need be. The nature and extent of such
support, of course, remain subjects of debate.
Diplomatic support from Kabul has been robust
over the past year, including access to the
country’s civilian airports.

But the Iranians hosting Masood and the
Northern Alliance delegation in Tehran shows

that, despite the war in West Asia, Iran is not
willing to put all its eggs in one basket when it
comes to Afghanistan. The country, and its
intricacies, remain a problem that needs strategic
management. The fact that the Taliban is still
prioritising solidifying its own power and
structure, especially between Kabul, the political
capital, and Kandahar, the ideological one,
highlights that homogeneously supporting the
group is still not seen as being wise. For Tehran,
this geography remains critical. For example,
Quds Force, the powerful Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps’ (IRGC) elite external operations
branch, has been run by Esmail Qaani since the
assassination of Qasem Soleimani in 2020 by the
U.S. Qaani, is known to be a Khorasan hand
(Iran’s north/eastern neighbours such as
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, among others).
Qaani’s operational history goes back to the
Taliban versus Northern Alliance era of the 1990s.

Ties with Pakistan
The war currently engulfing West Asia is expected
to remain a constant for at least a few months to
come. Pakistan’s role as a mediator between
Tehran and Washington DC, has given a new
lease of ‘brotherhood’ between the two.
Nonetheless, their aims are divergent. For
Pakistan, the objective is to get back into the good
books of both the U.S. and Gulf partners
(Islamabad now has troops stationed in Saudi
Arabia). For Iran, it is about reaching out to the
U.S. through a neighbour it knows, if not trusts,
better than most. The Iran-Pakistan bilateral
relationship is incidental to everything else.
Increasingly, no binaries exist in international
diplomacy. Neither do brotherhoods. Every hug
is exchanged with one eye always open. These
realities predate contemporary politics in South
Asia and West Asia, long before the disintegration
of western power began to take the shape we are
witnessing today.

29J7. Iran’s Afghan balancing act amid regional upheaval
A 3YT-GU F AT ET FT HBATT FIAAFR G fochI0T

e Almost unnoticed, however, was the presence of delegations from both the Taliban and the
opposition Northern Alliance.

BT, STITHRT 3T I 915 diferdre a2t fauel Atést 3rard & yfafa®Hsar fr 3ufeafa

e While Iran is the one country which has built the strongest influence with Kabul since the
collapse of the government of President Ashraf Ghani (August 2021), it still does not
officially recognise the Taliban government.

eI §T & IAEA 2021 AT AR el hT THR & Tclel o SIG T Frgel H Fod 31TAh

garra TR fRar &, T &Y 9 319 I aifeeTe TER & 3hIRe Aeadr J81 &ar &

e This is hardly surprising, considering that until the 1990s, Iran, along with India, Russia,
Tajikistan and other neighbouring and foreign states, supported the Northern Alliance.

g IRUYSTIh 18l &, Fdifeh 1990 & EAH doh 0T, AR, TH, AN THEATT JUT 37T ISIET Ud

facelr it & Ay AT ATe 3TeEA ST AL T el 2T

e The consistent and massive deployment of Western military power on its borders was a

perpetual nightmare that had to be factored into its calculations.

31T HAT3HT oY gfvasY A= afFa T foaR 31 samae dardt e & forw ve warit R”iar #r
v off, fore 3ThT ToTifaes IToTaT3iT & TEa &1 3 IW@aAT 93T AT|

e Pakistan’s support for and incubation of the Afghan Taliban, while simultaneously backing
the U.S.-led ‘war on terror’, created a sinkhole of competing interests, where the Venn

diagram of who was supporting whom became so convoluted that foreign powers often ceded
the upper hand to regional players.

UIFREATA SR 3T ATeraTet hl T 3T TETT FeleT el & TY-A1Y IJANFT-Aqed arel
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TS it TheerT T 1 T@T AT, Ig ST 31T 31T foh sy erferaar ur: ey erfgaat &
HHA g T 37

The fact that al Qaeda founder Osama Bin Laden was eventually found in Abbottabad,
Pakistan (May 2011), in a large house — and not a cave in the infamous Tora Bora — was
not a coincidence.

Tg I Toh HA-FHIIET & TEATIH IFATAT {4t Gt 3dd: AF 2011 H GIfFEdra & vaeEig #
Teh 3 Heblel H 9TT ITT—T foh FTATT ART R AT TR JAT H—HgoT Teh TN 6T AT|

The Afghan chessboard
HBITT 2raoT 1 foraTe

The Northern Alliance, largely concentrated in the mountainous northern province of
Panjshir, was both weak and disorganised, with infighting having hollowed out any
possibility of cohesion and structure.

HEI: 3 G Fid GreiR 7 g Aléet Ferdy HASIR R IS T TUT IHTARH
T[Tl o SHAT Tehofedl A HaTSaATcHeS TTIAT hT fohaly it HeTe=T bl FATC Y fem |

Zabihullah Mujahid, a spokesman close to Taliban emir Hibatullah Akhundzada, said in an
interview with Iranian state radio that they would support Iran if need be.

m%mmmxmwﬁwmmgmwam
IR I3 Y fET Uk TMeTTcshR 3 gl fob 3MaeTehdT USa UX d &M T FHYA |
The nature and extent of such support, of course, remain subjects of debate.

(GER:TS @wﬁaﬁwﬁﬁ@mmaﬂaﬁwﬁwaﬁrs‘s%l

Diplomatic support from Kabul has been robust over the past year, including access to the
country’s civilian airports.

ool veh a¥ & NI FIga & TIed Feadlfash FadeT Yoo W7 8, ST U & Anrie gars args
T T 3 A &

But the Iranians hosting Masood and the Northern Alliance delegation in Tehran shows
that, despite the war in West Asia, Iran is not willing to put all its eggs in one basket when it
comes to Afghanistan.

T ST ZaRT AYE TUT Alet HAAH & Al ATIHS T QeI & AsTaTeAr Fg e2ifeh & foh
afReet URIAT H Je & STasie $, HBATEaret & Fest 7 3l gl Wehfy v € vaT
fYIR 78t et arga

The country, and its intricacies, remain a problem that needs strategic management.

T S 3R 3HHT FAfEAATT 317 off T worem €, Forerah forw woreifars wareret 3nmaeds &

For example, Quds Force, the powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) elite
external operations branch, has been run by Esmail Qaani since the assassination of Qasem
Soleimani in 2020 by the U.S.

3TEX0T & forw, arferaemel seafae Rategeerdt 7S sicd (IRGC) F1 faflise arey ifare arar
Tl PR AT AAccd 2020 H IHARHT CaRT FIRAF FAAAT HT T & TTe; A FTATT Predl A g
gl

Qaani is known to be a Khorasan hand (Iran’s north/eastern neighbours such as
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, among others).

FTell Y GATST &1 T [AATT ATAT ST 8, Torae §eT o 3T U g o TSl 3 S|
BT, TohATaEareT 3nfe enfarer g

Ties with Pakistan

qIfREdTe & 1T T
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o Pakistan’s role as a mediator between Tehran and Washington DC has given a new lease
of ‘brotherhood’ between the two.

U 3R atfieresr .4 & e AeaEd & w9 7 NfFEdr S AT o Qe ot &
HTEAR I 7S Foll TereT T

o Nonetheless, their aims are divergent.
T oY, aleAT & 368 T e &

e For Pakistan, the objective is to get back into the good books of both the U.S. and Gulf
partners (Islamabad now has troops stationed in Saudi Arabia).

TIRFEATeT T 33T ARG T @It &t & WISAERY 7 YoT: FaRard ured detl § (A &
FEATATEIG & Hfoieh G 3T H AT 9) |

e Forlran, itis about reaching out to the U.S. through a neighbour it knows, if not trusts, better
than most.

$OT & fAIT 78 379 TH TSI & ATA § FANGT T Tga 11 7 919 &, Forr I 3ifeeprer
3o T T ToflT 7 3TeIeh ST A ST &, el & 3H W YT faard o gl

Senegal offers ‘unwavering support’
as Mali battles separatist insurgents

&t nce-Pre
BAMAKO

Senegal’s President Bassi-
rou Diomaye Faye offered
“unwavering support” to
neighbouring Mali on
Tuesday as he visited its
junta leader whose govern-
ment is fighting a jihadist
and separatist insurgence.

Mr. Faye’s visit to meet
Malian leader Assimi Goita
is his first trip since being
appointed chair of the west
African regional bloc Eco-
nomic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS).

However, the meeting
was primarily bilateral and
Mr. Faye was not accompa-
nied by other ECOWAS
members, diplomatic
sources said.

Fighters from the Tua-

Senegal President Bassirou Diomaye Faye with Malian leader Assimi
Goita upon his arrival for a working visit on Tuesday. REUTERS

reg separatist movement
FLA and al-Qaeda-linked ji-
hadist group JNIM have
carried out coordinated as-
saults against Mali in re-
cent months.

Mr. Faye expressed “Se-
negal’s unequivocal and
firmest condemnation of

these heinous, cowardly,
and barbaric acts, which
are becoming increasingly
frequent”.

The rebels in April
seized the strategic north-
ern city of Kidal and also
killed Malian Defence Mi-
nister Sadio Camara.

The fall of Kidal, a stra-
tegic town in Mali’s desert
north and an indepen-
dence stronghold, was a
particular blow for the rul-
ing junta, which seized
power in two coups in
2020 and 2021 promising
to restore the country’s ter-
ritorial integrity.

“I reiterate that Senegal
stands ready to support
Mali through this ordeal,
so that together we may
confront the manifold
challenges and threats to
peace and stability across
the region and the wider
Sahel,” Mr. Faye said.

Mr. Goita did not make a
public comment. The junta
has struggled to deliver on
its promise to restore se-
curity after years of jihadist
and separatist unrest.

29J7. Senegal offers ‘unwavering support’ as Mali battles separatist
insurgents

rermaaTdY R & gud & fiw dkrer ¥ AT FY rge FHAT 1 3mearaer R

e Senegal’s President Bassirou Diomaye Faye offered “unwavering support” to
neighbouring Mali on Tuesday as he visited its junta leader, whose government is fighting a
jihadist and separatist insurgency.

AT & AU AT FerAATE B & FIAR hT TSI ATl & Je AT (S[el) & AT
HAATHICT o AN “3EC WA T JTRaTH feram, foraehr TR Fregrdt quT Jrermaard fagle &
Hey T T 8

e Mr. Faye’s visit to meet Malian leader Assimi Goita is his first trip since being appointed
Chair of the West African regional bloc Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS).
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B T AT & AT I Mgar & Tg FeAehIT TREH hreh! T & A FoHerT
(ECOWAS) & 3reget fagerd glel o e 3eTeht Ugell AT B

o However, the meeting was primarily bilateral and Mr. Faye was not accompanied by other
ECOWAS members, diplomatic sources said.

gTeilieh, Fpeailicieh Al oh TR TE dooh HET: gfaueiir of 3R 47 B & A1 ECOWAS &
3 He T 3T =gl J|

e Fighters from the Tuareg separatist movement FLA and al-Qaeda-linked jihadist group
JNIM have carried out coordinated assaults against Mali in recent months.

BTel o HElall 3 JINIT HeITTEard) HITSA FLA TUT He-Hrael § HaeH Forerdl @arse INIM &
TSR ¥ AT T FHAT=ad g7 U &

UK. to resume military drills in Kenya
after delay over human rights concerns

Ssocia ess
NAIROBI
Kenya and Britain on Tues-

day agreed to resume mili-
tary training in the East
African nation after a delay
in signing a new defence
cooperation  agreement
that was largely attributed
to Kenyan legislators’ con-
cerns about protecting
nearby communities.

Neither ~ government
commented on allegations
of human rights violations
involving British soldiers
during previous training
exercises.

Kenya’s Foreign Affairs
Minister, Musalia Mudava-
di, said the government
welcomed the decision to
proceed with the training
after a partnership “built

Afile photo of British Army Training Unit and Kenya Defence Forces

¥

engaged in an exercise in March 2018. AFP

over decades on mutual
respect, constructive en-
gagement, and a shared
commitment to peace and
security.”

The suspension in train-
ing was announced on July
23. Kenyan authorities had
denied local media reports

that Britain was consider-
ing relocating some mili-
tary training activities to
neighbouring Tanzania.
The British government
in a statement said Kenya’s
government had agreed to
issue the necessary licenc-
es and permissions and

that training would resume
later this year.

Britain has about 200
military personnel perma-
nently based in Kenya who
train more than 1,000 Ke-
nyan soldiers each year be-
fore deployment to neigh-
bouring Somalia to combat
al-Shabab, al-Qaeda’s East
African affiliate.

The British government
has invested more than
$9.6 million annually in the
partnership.

But pressure on the Brit-
ish presence grew after the
body of 21-year-old Agnes
Wanjiru was found in a
septic tank in Nanyuki,
near the British army train-
ing ground, in 2012, weeks
after witnesses said she
was seen leaving a bar with
British soldiers.

29J7. U.K. to resume military drills in Kenya after delay over human rights
concerns

AaOSR Hath Riarst & FRo7 g G0 & a1g e Foar # V7 7973 G2 Y
R

e Kenya and Britain on Tuesday agreed to resume military training in the East African
nation after a delay in signing a new defence cooperation agreement that was largely
attributed to Kenyan legislators’ concerns about protecting nearby communities.

Feam AR T3t o FHererar ahr gt arshehr er 7 Aoy IIRAGTOT To: 3TRFST et OX Hg AT Sl
@rlu@ﬁvﬁmtmmwwa’ﬁwmmﬁgéaﬁa;mﬁmw,ﬁwww
FoaTs TRt CarT TEUTH & FHCTHT T GR&T Y ST cgerd T 318 ey of|
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Neither government commented on allegations of human rights violations involving British
soldiers during previous training exercises.

T o TTRIGTOT IS o aRT=T frfeer {faht o oret ATaTfOFR seeee & 3Rl o fonelt off
WK o s feoqult 76T Fi
Kenya’s Foreign Affairs Minister, Musalia Mudavadi, said the government welcomed the

decision to proceed with the training after a partnership “built over decades on mutual
respect, constructive engagement, and a shared commitment to peace and security.”

Fear & faeer el FEnforT FAETardY 7 gl 7o TXhR 58 TIRIETOT Y 31191 TGl & AT T TaRTeT
FAT &1 3ogiet el Toh Tg AR Gl ¥ IRETRF AT, TAATCHS FeHTaraT a2 anifer 3R
T & i TS Ffdseerdr I 3R W &

The suspension in training was announced on July 23.
SITRIETOT & forerare st BT 23 a1 1 T 778 7|

Kenyan authorities had denied local media reports that Britain was considering relocating
some military training activities to neighbouring Tanzania.

Fa1$ FTAFRAT A LA JAfzar Fr 39 Ravet & @sa fFar ar, ST e = ot i v
Fo Yo FRIEToT aTfafafert st gl denfarar TAATRT el o faaR X T 8|

The British government, in a statement, said Kenya’s government had agreed to issue the
necessary licences and permissions, and that training would resume later this year.

ffer TR & veh w1 7 g T3 e WK e AgHw IR IrTAfaAr SRy e W
TEH 81 TS & 7T TIRIGTOT 38 ¥ o 37T & YeT: 3TRES |
Britain has about 200 military personnel permanently based in Kenya who train more than

1,000 Kenyan soldiers each year before deployment to neighbouring Somalia to combat al-
Shabab, al-Qaeda’s East African affiliate.

et & 913797 200 A7 FAt TARN &7 T FeA1 & AT &, S 8T a¥ 1,000 F 3f0F Fa1$
Aot 1 wfNeTor I §| $HF T1G 3o TSI RIAITRRAT 7 37eT-2rTa, ST 37el-1raT 1 A 3rshrehr
FeARN TIraa 8, & favey 3ifHare & forw fa Srar gl
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Beyond national interest: role of ethics
and emotions in world politics

History offers numerous examples of ethics shaping international politics. Foreign policy is not merely an exercise in strategic calculation; it is also

shaped by moral perceptions and collective emotions, as illustrated by the change in public perception towards the Israel-Palestine conflict.

Dhananjay Tripathi

he language of world politics

has become remarkably

predictable. Every military

strike, diplomatic initiative,
economic sanction, or strategic
partnership is justified in the name of
national interest. Television debates and
commentaries have a common
vocabulary — power, deterrence, balance
of power, strategic autonomy, and
security. It almost appears as though
International Relations has become an
emotionless discipline, focused on power
concentration, where morality and ethics
have little place. Yet the defining
geopolitical crises of recent years tell a
very different story.

Influence of Western traditions
International Relations, both as an
academic discipline and as a practice of
diplomacy, has been largely shaped by
Western intellectual traditions, with much
of academic research originating in the
United States of America. No wonder,
famous IR scholar, Stanley Hoffman, in
his article, argued that IR is an American
Social Science. It is difficult to refute
Hoffman’s argument because initially the
modern international order emerged
when European powers dominated much
of the world, leaving the Global South
with little role in designing the
institutions, norms, and rules that
continue to govern global politics.
However, the discipline itself acquired its
modern identity after the Second World
War, with the U.S. based scholar, Hans
Morgenthau’s Realism becoming the
dominant framework for understanding
international affairs. Realism portrays the
international system as anarchic and
argues that states, in the absence of a
central authority, are compelled to
pursue their national interests. Although
the theory is far more nuanced than its
popular interpretation suggests, public
discourse has reduced it to two defining
ideas—anarchy and national interest. Over
time, Realism travelled from classrooms
to newsrooms, becoming the default
language through which foreign policy is
interpreted.

There is much to appreciate in the
Realist tradition. It reminds us that power,
military capability, and strategic
calculations remain central to
international politics. However, the
dominance of Realism has also
encouraged the belief that foreign policy
is little more than a rational pursuit of
national interest. Ethical considerations
are often dismissed as idealistic, while
emotions are treated as irrational
distractions. Yet certain recent
scholarships in International Relations
have increasingly challenged this
assumption. Scholars such as Neta
Crawford have argued that emotions are
not the opposite of rationality; rather,
they are integral to political judgment.
Fear, grief, anger, humiliation, empathy,
and pride actively shape how leaders
interpret threats, define interests, and
respond to crises. Foreign policy,
therefore, is not merely an exercise in
cold strategic calculation, but also a
product of moral perceptions and
collective emotions. This dynamic is
encapsulated by scholar Brent Sasley,
who notes that while state leaders make

A

formal decisions as members of a group,
“they do so within a particular (social)
context and on that (social) basis”.

Question of political legitimacy

The recent U.S.-Iran conflict illustrates
this point. Much of the strategic analysis
focused on military capabilities, damage
assessments, and the future balance of
power in West Asia. Comparatively little
attention was paid to the emotional and
ethical consequences of the conflict. The
assassination of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
who was not only Iran’s Supreme Leader
but also one of the most influential
religious figures in the Shia world,
produced consequences that extended far
beyond military calculations. Rather than
weakening the Iranian state, his death
generated an extraordinary wave of
national solidarity. A society that had
appeared politically divided only months
earlier united around a shared sense of
loss, nationalism, and religious identity.
Crawford’s observation that grief and the
desire for revenge continue to shape
political behaviour long after the
battlefield has fallen silent is particularly
relevant in this context. Military planners
may calculate strategic gains, but societies
often respond through memory, identity,
and emotion. Therefore, it is important to
note that foreign policy must not be
judged solely by the actions of a
government, but also by how those
actions shape and influence global public
opinion. The debate surrounding the
assassination largely focused on how
Washington would engage with a
post-Khamenei Iran. Far less attention
was devoted to the ethical questions
raised by such an operation and its
implications for America’s moral
standing.

The changing international perception
of Israel offers another important
example. Following the Hamas attacks of
October 2023, Israel received widespread
sympathy and support across much of the
world. Most governments affirmed Israel’s
right to defend itself. However, as the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza deepened,
due to mindless aggression shown by the

Moral reckoning: A protest held in solidarity with Palestine, condemning Israel’s actions against Gaza, in Bengaluru on September 26, 2025. ALLEN EGENUSE J.

Israeli army, public opinion began to shift.
Large demonstrations across Europe and
North America reflected growing
concerns over civilian suffering and
questioned the proportionality of Israel’s
military response. In this, governments
and societies increasingly spoke in
different voices. While many governments
continued to emphasise security
considerations, public opinion became
increasingly influenced by humanitarian
concerns. Thus, while military superiority
can alter realities on the battlefield, it
cannot prevent the erosion of moral
legitimacy.

Ethical concerns over globalisation
History offers numerous examples of
ethics shaping international politics.
Throughout the Cold War, the U.S.
consistently presented itself as the
defender of democracy, human rights,
and individual liberty while portraying
Soviet communism as an authoritarian
system hostile to political freedom. The
post-war liberal international order
derived much of its legitimacy not merely
from military and economic strength but
also from its claim to uphold universal
values. Even globalisation was promoted
as a project that would bring societies
closer together through greater
interdependence and cooperation.
Although globalisation generated
unprecedented economic growth, it failed
to bridge the structural inequalities
between the Global North and the Global
South, leading many to question whether
the liberal international order had fulfilled
its ethical promises.

The position of Global South
Historically, the Global South has been
among the most vocal in injecting moral
considerations into international politics.
The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was
not merely a strategy to avoid Cold War
rivalries; it represented a normative
vision of sovereign equality and a
collective call for a more just world order.
Contemporary India continues to invoke
similar ideas through its emphasis on the
Global South and the civilisational

&) - ~

philosophy of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’-
the world is one family. Notably, India’s
international standing has historically
rested not only on its growing economic
and strategic capabilities but also on its
democratic institutions, pluralism, and
anti-colonial legacy. During the
Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971, for
instance, international public opinion
gradually shifted in India’s favour after the
humanitarian catastrophe in East
Pakistan became widely known. More
recently, India’s consistent opposition to
cross-border terrorism has enjoyed broad
international support because it resonates
with widely accepted ethical norms.

This moral capital, however, cannot be
taken for granted; it must be continuously
reinforced through consistent foreign
policy choices. For instance, India’s
relatively restrained response to recent
developments in West Asia has generated
debate over whether its pursuit of
strategic autonomy truly aligns with the
ethical principles it frequently projects.
Ultimately, India’s international standing
is built on more than just its market size.
It is widely applauded as a vibrant,
multicultural nation where democracy
has successfully endured.

In conclusion, it is a mistake to
interpret International Relations merely
as the study of the redistribution of
powers; it is equally crucial to understand
how that power is evaluated. In a world
defined by Artificial Intelligence, digital
media, transnational activism, and
instantaneous communication, wars are
no longer judged solely by governments
or strategic analysts. Instead, real-time
images of civilian suffering, humanitarian
crises, and political violence actively
shape international narratives as they
unfold. While Realism remains highly
relevant for explaining why states pursue
power and security, achieving a
comprehensive and nuanced
understanding of world politics requires
us to examine how societies accept,
reject, or morally evaluate that power.
(Dhananjay Tripathi teaches International
Relations at the South Asian University,
New Delhi.)
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29J7. Beyond national interest: role of ethics and emotions in world politics

T R & oY e Ty o Afasar s sraamat i sifde

Television debates and commentaries have a common vocabulary — power, deterrence,
balance of power, strategic autonomy, and security.

Thfaster Tgat 31 Roaorat & ves A QreeTael T TA9T g1aT & — A, wfaer etadr
(Deterrence), A Telet, TOTeHI e FERITAT 74T Y&T|

It almost appears as though International Relations has become an emotionless discipline,
focused on power concentration, where morality and ethics have little place.

VAT AT 81T § FTY AWISET FEY (International Relations) Teh HTdATEST AT §F IIAT T,
ST FEwr et et & HelehTor oY & 3 STgT AAfelhell T TR & folY Sg e T2TeT
gl

No wonder, famous IR scholar, Stanley Hoffman, in his article, argued that IR is an
American Social Science.

S FROT IRACY FARTSET FaY AT FEAeh g o 39 oT@ H A [T o s
e (IR) Teh AN wenfores A=

It is difficult to refute Hoffman’s argument because initially the modern international order
emerged when European powers dominated much of the world, leaving the Global South
with little role in designing the institutions, norms, and rules that continue to govern global
politics.

EIhateT & SH Teh ohT TSl el hide &, Fieh I feleh ARSI SqGEAT HT 367 38 THI
BT ST JU Qrfereralt forea o HISRTRT 19T OX 137cd T@elt off, Forery &Rk &f@ior (Global
South)aﬁﬁmﬁ,ﬂmﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁa@w%ﬁﬁﬂmﬁmﬁm
TSAATT &l HaTfold L o

Realism portrays the international system as anarchic and argues that states, in the
absence of a central authority, are compelled to pursue their national interests.

FYTHATE (Realism) HARATSET STGEYT Y ISAF (Anarchic) AT & TUT TE dh T &
Ferel Shclrer ereRaoT 3 33T 3 T 37e7ey TSN Tt ot 3T et & forw aer A £

Over time, Realism travelled from classrooms to newsrooms, becoming the default
language through which foreign policy is interpreted.

W*Wummmsﬁﬁﬁwmmﬁﬁawaﬂ?ﬁ@rmaﬁmﬁ
S AT & AT

It reminds us that power, military capability, and strategic calculations remain central to
international politics.

g g TIROT I & b fa, A= aTdT 2T 0N oy 31met off aAsaT Tar=hfar &
FTaa gl

Ethical considerations are often dismissed as idealistic, while emotions are treated as
irrational distractions.

AfaF AR S 91 METATE ATTRT TSRS Y AT SATAT &, STafeh HIGATHT Y 3dTThen
fararereT T&sT ST 8

Scholars such as Neta Crawford have argued that emotions are not the opposite of
rationality; rather, they are integral to political judgment.

e HIBS ST TIEaTeA! T doh & Toh HITATE, THHIAAT T (AT G &; TTodh d AAsiiard o
BT ATHTT 3FT & |

Fear, grief, anger, humiliation, empathy, and pride actively shape how leaders interpret
threats, define interests, and respond to crises.

§17, A, Y, AT, FETs{fel TUT ARG S HAATC Wil &9 § Ig 6T el & fop avar
Gl T AT H I 8, Rl 1 HA aReT e § 3R el o1 el wfafohar aa €1
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Foreign policy, therefore, is not merely an exercise in cold strategic calculation, but also a
product of moral perceptions and collective emotions.

37T fader Afa oo &2 WA Tor=T o7 IR A8 g1dT, STes I8 ifae aRoms 3R
wrefeE smaest &1 o 3T e

Large demonstrations across Europe and North America reflected growing concerns over
civilian suffering and questioned the proportionality of Israel’s military response.

aﬁwﬁtmﬁaﬁﬁwﬁgua?wﬁﬁamﬁﬁﬁrﬁaaﬁwmﬁaﬁﬁﬁmﬁm
T gz $r Ao gfafrm S sreparfaar o vea so1v)

History offers numerous examples of ethics shaping international politics.
sTaeT 7 U 319 3CTER0T § STET aAfaehdT o AT ISty T genfaa fhar gl

Throughout the Cold War, the U.S. consistently presented itself as the defender of
democracy, human rights, and individual liberty while portraying Soviet communism as
an authoritarian system hostile to political freedom.

o Jeer & SR AR o T T A, AAATURRI TUT SITFANT FTTAT T I&Th 1T,
STefeh QAT FFgare 1 Tstalfcre Facar o ORI Fumame) o & §9 7 gEdd |

The position of Global South
3Rg= gfdyor & Rufa

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was not merely a strategy to avoid Cold War rivalries; it
represented a normative vision of sovereign equality and a collective call for a more just
world order.

TeATdaT e (NAM) Shaet i Jaer &1 gfceda faansit & st &1 1wehfar 787 ar, I d9e
AT T ATeTsh- AR gf¥e TT 37 ~arrqot farea sxawyr i @nfies JHR & gfdfaftea

T AT

Notably, India’s international standing has historically rested not only on its growing
economic and strategic capabilities but also on its democratic institutions, pluralism,
and anti-colonial legacy.

T § foh IR Y HARTSET yfasaT Uagres 9 & dhael 3T ggar s 3R
mﬁmmﬁwﬁaﬁ,mmmm,wamm-m
RTad 9T &Y 3meTRa W B

During the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971, for instance, international public opinion
gradually shifted in India’s favour after the humanitarian catastrophe in East Pakistan
became widely known.

3CTER0T & AT, 1971 & STl AfFd HAW & aRi= at qfrear 7 Scueat AR Twer &
TIH & T AT 8l & d1C HAWTSET FAAA efR-eNX R o T87 3 g1 73|

More recently, India’s consistent opposition to cross-border terrorism has enjoyed broad
international support because it resonates with widely accepted ethical norms.

m%ﬁﬁ@mnmﬁw%ﬁm%ﬁﬁw%ﬂaﬁmmmwgm
¢, Fife I8 a1 §9 § Teliehd Afas ARTEST & 36787 ¢

This moral capital, however, cannot be taken for granted; it must be continuously reinforced
through consistent foreign policy choices.

Ry 30 S oft 1 EreiRIGE S181 HIST S Tl 381 TNt eiarer Rrder affer & Fovofait &
AETH § GGG el A &

In a world defined by Artificial Intelligence, digital media, transnational activism, and
instantaneous communication, wars are no longer judged solely by governments or
strategic analysts.
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Fiw gt Rivea Afdwr, famr afrzar aur aewfas gur & aReniSd faea & 39
getil T Hedichel shaol XHRT IT 0T Faeerwshi carT w1t fenam S|

e Instead, real-time images of civilian suffering, humanitarian crises, and political violence
actively shape international narratives as they unfold.

% TUTH TR ARIRDT 1 fi5T, AT el qT Terifas ar Hr aeafas gag fr ofaar
AT & TTYT-TTY AW ALY 1 AT §T F 3R ST &
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e F Faeelt gwweler DUV R faaATor sysFol 1 3curee <
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R AT F SN &7 gdT F9a 3R Sfiaer garer F v vams-ganfad et &1
39T HT /T &

Kerala teen affected
by amoebic brain
infection critical

The Hindu Bureau
KASARAGOD

Kasaragod district in Kera-
la has reported another
case of amoebic menin-
goencephalitis (amoebic
brain infection), with an 18-
year-old testing positive for
the rare but life-threaten-
ing disease. The teenager is
in a critical condition at the
intensive care unit of a hos-
pital in Mangaluru.
According to prelimin-
ary information, the teen
had bathed, along with his
friends, in a pond located
along the Kanhangad-Pa-
nathur State highway
about a week ago. He deve-
loped health complica-

The 18-vear-old fell
sick after reportedly

taking bath in a
ond in Kasaragod

tions soon afterwards, and
subsequent tests con-
firmed the infection.

The Health Department
and the police issued a
warning directing people
not to bathe in the pond
until further notice. The
authorities have also ad-
vised those who bathed in
the pond to report to the
nearest health centre. The
pond is a popular bathing
spot for local residents,
students, and travellers.

29J7. Kerala teen affected by amoebic brain
infection critical

I F1 PR 3HF AfRasw IFAT § 7979, ged
R

e Kasaragod district in Kerala has reported another case
of amoebic meningoencephalitis (amoebic brain infection),
with an 18-year-old testing positive for the rare but life-
threatening disease.

FIT & FIEANE o 7 e Aafameaawasfew Grefls
ATETSF FHATT) FT Uk 3R ATHAT T 31T §, forws e 18 adffw
TR 5 golet foheq] STTeTeraT AR & HshfAd arar =T &
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A.P, AstraZeneca ink pact for
genomic solutions centre

The Andhra Pradesh government on Tuesday
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with AstraZeneca India to establish an integrated
genomic solutions centre in Amaravati, marking
a major step towards precision cancer care. The
initiative aims to create India’s first integrated
precision oncology research and treatment
ecosystem, enabling personalised cancer
diagnosis and treatment through advanced
genomic technologies. It will provide advanced
genomic testing and biomarker analysis for
patients with lung and breast cancers.

29J7. A.P., AstraZeneca ink pact for genomic
solutions centre

3y weer X wreAeT A shAfAe gara dg F v
gagtar Far

e The Andhra Pradesh government on Tuesday signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with AstraZeneca India
to establish an integrated genomic solutions centre in
Amaravati, marking a major step towards precision cancer care.

HTE J&T THR ¥ FAITGTAR Y TEETAAART 31341 & a1 wAgtar
AT (MoU) W g&ceR 3, foraes dgd 3rmad) 7 U Tehigh
AT FATET Fg TART R 0T | I FdF FET 3UER
(Rrfaster Fa 3R) 7 feer 7 ves Ageaqof FeA gl

e The initiative aims to create India’s first integrated precision oncology research and
treatment ecosystem, enabling personalised cancer diagnosis and treatment through
advanced genomic technologies.

ST Ul I 36T HRA T Il Thighd MATASTeT difeehraislt Hqaeme vd 3UaR qRfEafah
a7 T T 8, Toad 3ea1d Seifaes diggifaifdat & areasn O cafFafss (qdaasss)
Fux e 3R 3TaR 9T & k|

e |t will provide advanced genomic testing and biomarker analysis for patients with lung
cancer and breast cancer.

g Fg BHST & FET IUT Faa X F Nisa AT & fow 3eata @ adiaror 31T aamt
fare@or &y giaer et Hm|

Andromeda: galactic middle age

Vasudevan Mukunth

stronomers have used data
A collected by the Hubble Space

Telescope to piece together the
clearest yet map of star formation across
most of the Andromeda Galaxy over the
last 500 million years. The Andromeda is
2-2.5-times wider than the Milky Way,
and the two galaxies have a coin-toss’s
chance of colliding within the next 10
billion years.

Using their map, the astronomers
found that the Andromeda’s star
formation rate has been steadily
dropping, especially over the last 40

29J7. Andromeda: galactic middle age
USIAST: AR HT HEY ITY =0T

e Astronomers have used data collected by
the Hubble Space Telescope to piece together
the clearest yet map of star formation across
most of the Andromeda Galaxy over the last 500
million years.

MG = e 500 Afege aut & g vgiaer
HTHTRIFTI 3 HTAHIT H1T 3 g5 aARY & faraor By
3T T ST FIH TS FIRET IR e o folv gaer

million years. Recent star formation was
concentrated in the Galaxy’s ring
structures, and that is where the rate is
declining most as well.

They also found a ‘dead zone’ near
M32, a small satellite galaxy of the
Andromeda. Specifically, in the part of
Andromeda closest to M32, they found
new stars had almost completely
stopped forming — an indication that
M32 had likely crashed through or
interacted with Andromeda’s disc of
stars (stellar disc) recently, disrupting
the gas clouds from which new stars are
born.

The team interpreted their data to
mean the Andromeda Galaxy is currently
transitioning to its ‘middle age’, away
from being a vibrant, active galaxy and
towards a quiescent state akin to
retirement. The researchers also said
that astronemers need better ways to

Atrue-colour photo of the Andromeda Galaxy.
M32 is visible above. DAVID DAYAG (CC BY-SA)

measure distant galaxies: if a galaxy’s
activity is changing fast, their usual tools
could be revealing a false picture of its
health. Thus, they concluded,
understanding Andromeda can point the
way to better understanding the lives of
massive galaxies.

The findings were published in The
Astrophysical Journal on July 27.

~
¥

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page”

FH TAERIT CaRT Hehfold 3Rl sl 3T fhar
gl

e The Andromeda is 2-2.5-times wider
than the Milky Way, and the two galaxies have a
coin-toss’s chance of colliding within the next 10
billion years.

USIAST HTHRETAT FAEHT § T Jofell 7 2 F 2.5 T[T
31 T &, 397 37T 10 3R auf & R 57 g1t
3TTRIRIITIMN & THTeT hT THTTT SIITST3T FATST (50-
50) A ST

e Recent star formation was concentrated
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in the Galaxy’s ring structures, and that is where the rate is declining most as well.
gTeT ST aRT T FARTOT FET: ITHRIFIT T TR FIATHT (Ring Structures) H Sigd o,
3R €Y sHET e H T 310F TRrae e A TS 8

e Theyalso found a ‘dead zone’ near M32, a small satellite galaxy of the Andromeda.

3ogiol USIAET T Ush BIET IYTE AR (Satellite Galaxy) M32 & foehe T ‘38 Fler o

qraT|

e Specifically, in the part of Andromeda closest to M32, they found new stars had almost
completely stopped forming — an indication that M32 had likely crashed through or interacted
with Andromeda’s stellar disc recently, disrupting the gas clouds from which new stars are
born.

AT T &, M32 & T Tiehe U TEIAST & 197 7 3oglal uraT i AT dRY a1 AT Sfaveyar

T E T I1AT §—TG S ST T Hehel & Toh M32 o gl &1 7 UZAST & a9 (Stellar
Disc) & g1 T AT 36k WY 37cf:Foha Y, e 3o7 3fier amelf & cgaerreT Scueat gam
T ST dRT &7 ST BT 8

e The team interpreted their data to mean the Andromeda Galaxy is currently transitioning to
its ‘middle age’, away from being a vibrant, active galaxy and towards a quiescent state
akin to retirement.

%mmﬁmmﬁmwﬁ?ﬁwm%@ﬁammmﬁm
HEF AT TOT F YA F I 8, 5761 a6 Ueh Alshd T Sfait HTHRIETT & HR-6MR aver Iraea
(Quiescent State) I 3N ¢ @I &, ST A QaTfAgiT & A g

e Thus, they concluded, understanding Andromeda can point the way to better understanding
the lives of massive galaxies.

S YR 3ogiel fshy fAehrel foh USRS ot TASTAT faener 3mereramnait & Shas-Tsh $F 8§l
I A GHSTA T AT JUET T FehaT g

Cipla gets U.S. FDA nod for
generic of asthma, COPD drug

HYDERABAD

Cipla has received appro-
val from the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (U.S.
FDA) for its abbreviated
new drug application (AN-
DA) for generic Advair Dis-
kus (fluticasone propion-
ate and  salmeterol
inhalation powder) in
three strengths — 100/50
mcg, 250/50 mcg, and
500/50 mcg .

This approval repre-
sents Cipla’s first dry
powder inhaler (DPI) ap-
proval from its U.S.-based
manufacturing network.
The product is expected to
be launched in the second
quarter (Q2) of FY27 in the
U.S., the company said on
Monday.

U.S. Department of Health and Huma
Food and Drug Administration

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration headquarters in
White Oak, Maryland. REUTERS

The product is a thera-
peutically equivalent ver-
sion of Advair Diskus, a
widely prescribed combi-
nation therapy indicated
for the treatment of asth-
ma and chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease
(COPD). Citing IQVIA num-
bers, Cipla said the U.S.

market for fluticasone pro-
pionate and salmeterol in-
halation powder is approx-
imately $908 million.

“This approval marks
our first dry powder inhal-
er from our New York facil-
ity and reflects our target-
ed investments in building
differentiated inhalation
manufacturing capabilities
in the U.S” CEO-Cipla
North America Marc Falkin
said.

MD and Global CEO
Achin Gupta said the ap-
proval reinforces Cipla’s
commitment to expanding
access to complex thera-
pies in the U.S. and high-
lights its strength in deve-
loping and  scaling
sophisticated inhalation
products through integrat-
ed capabilities.”

29J7. Cipla gets U.S. FDA nod
for generic of asthma, COPD
drug

e a1 sreyaAT 3t disdS i
FARF gar & v 3ANS FDA Y
FordY frelt

e Cipla has received approval from
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(U.S. FDA) for its Abbreviated New Drug
Application (ANDA) for generic Advair
Diskus (fluticasone propionate and
salmeterol inhalation powder) in three
strengths — 100/50 mcg, 250/50 mcg,
and 500/50 mcg.

farcar &1 3rAR$Y wreg va sitwfer verwer
(U.S. FDA) & 319+ wfarea ¢ sitwfer
TG (ANDA) & A3 Sleieh TSARR
8% (Advair Diskus) (FeIfemateT
NRAAT T oAU FAgAUA YIS T
et afFaat — 100/50 AT, 250/50

aﬁmmamsoomomm—a:ﬁtr}?ﬂfﬁwg‘s’%l
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‘China starts making home-grown
immersion DUV chipmaking tools’

DUV effort led by Shanghai's Aishengna, which absorbed teams from top Chinese lithography startups; Western curbs may drive adoption of local

tools if foreign servicing tightens; Aishengna was established in August 2023 with registered capital of 7 billion yuan ($1.0 billion)

NEWS ANALYSIS

Reuters
SINGAPORE

hina has begun
C mass  producing
domestically deve-

loped immersion deep-ul-
traviolet (DUV) lithography
machines, a technology
crucial to advanced chip-
making, a person familiar
with the matter said, mark-
ing a key step forward in
Beijing’s drive to reduce its
reliance on  foreign
technologies.

Shanghai  Aishengna
Electronic ~ Technology
Group, a little-known Chi-
nese state-owned compa-
ny, is leading the produc-
tion effort after
incorporating teams from
top Chinese lithography
startups, the source said,
declining to be named due
to the sensitivity of the
subject.

Self-sufficiency boost
The development repre-
sents a win for Beijing’s na-
tionwide semiconductor
self-sufficiency initiative,
one of President Xi Jinp-
ing’s highest priorities, but
will not pose an immediate
commercial threat for
Dutch supplier ASML.

DUV is a key chipmak-
ing tool long dominated by
ASML.

The Information, a tech
industry news outlet, first
reported on China’s deve-
lopment of the tool on

29J7.

Chip play: Workers

Monday, noting that an un-
identified  state-backed
company in Shanghai had
begun manufacturing the
machines and planned to
produce about five this
year and roughly 20 in
2027. Reuters is the first to
report the identity of the
company.

Needs more testing
Aishengna’s DUV machine
is expected to need further
testing and remains far
from matching the Dutch
firm’s competing models,
the source said.

Successful deployment
would, however, give Chi-
nese chipmakers an alter-
native source of equipment
if Western governments
further restrict exports or
servicing of foreign lithog-
raphy tools.

Even as Beijing pushes
for self-sufficiency, China
remains a crucial
revenue pillar for ASML,
accounting for roughly

6% of the Dutch giant’s
net sales in the first half
of the year

The Chinese-made DUV
machines are expected to
be delivered this year to
leading Chinese chipmak-
ers including Semiconduc-
tor Manufacturing Interna-
tional Corp (SMIC), Hua
Hong Semiconductor and
memory-chip maker
ChangXin Memory Tech-
nologies (CXMT), the Infor-
mation said, citing two pe-
ople familiar with the

“High NA EUV” lithography system at an Intel facility in U.S. REUTERS

matter. Immersion DUV
machines use a layer of wa-
ter between the projection
lens and a silicon wafer to
print smaller circuit pat-
terns than conventional

dry systems.

Advanced chips
They are used to produce a
broad range of chips and
can also be pushed to ma-
nufacture more advanced
semiconductors through
multiple patterning, which
requires repeated expo-
sures of the same layer.

ASML did not imme-
diately respond to a re-
quest for comment. SMIC,
Hua Hong and CXMT also
did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

After dropping 8% on
the report by The Informa-
tion on Monday, ASML

shares were down 1.6% at
0906 GMT, in line with
other European chip sec-
tor stocks but underper-
forming the broader pan-
European STOXX 600
index.

Shanghai Capital tech
Aishengna was established
in August 2023 with regis-
tered capital of 7 billion
yuan ($1.0 billion), backed
by just two state-owned
shareholders — Shanghai
Electric Holding and a sub-
sidiary of Shanghai Inter-
national Trust, according
to corporate records.

Little is known about
the firm, which does not
have a website and has dis-
closed nothing publicly
about its operations.

The source said the
company has incorporated
teams from lithography
startup Yuliangsheng,
which had begun testing a
DUV prototype last year,
and Shanghai Micro Elec-
tronics Equipment (SMEE).

SMEE and Yuliang-
sheng, which is an affiliate
of Huawei-backed equip-
ment maker SiCarrier, are
deeply involved in Beijing’s
semiconductor  self-suffi-
ciency efforts.

Corporate and recruit-
ment records show Aish-
engna and Yuliangsheng
share an address in
Shanghai.

Aishengna, its sharehol-
ders, SMEE, and Yuliang
sheng did not respond to
requests for comment.

et F Faeelt sareler DUV R fasTor sysFol 1 3curee 4«

Chasing ASML

China has been barred by
the U.S. from buying
ASML’s most advanced ex-
treme-ultraviolet ~ (EUV)
lithography systems, while
Dutch export controls have
also restricted its access to
some advanced DUV
machines.

Even as Beijing pushes
for self-sufficiency, China
remains a crucial revenue
pillar for ASML, accounting
for roughly 16% of the
Dutch giant’s net sales in
the first half of the year.

While barred from ad-
vanced EUV systems, Chi-
nese chipmakers continue
to heavily procure less ad-
vanced DUV tools. Reuters
reported in December, cit-
ing sources, that China had
succeeded in building a
prototype of an EUV sys-
tem, a tool key to building
the world’s most advanced
chips, though it remains
years from production

No earnings impact
Despite the market reac-
tion, analysts say the news
is unlikely to impact
ASML’s earnings trajectory
in the mid-term.
“Producing a handful of
immersion DUV tools is not
the same as producing
tools that can be used for
high-volume manufactur-
ing, where yield, overlay,
throughput and reliability
over thousands of wafer
runs are what matter,” JP
Morgan Chase analysts
wrote in a note on Tuesday.

‘China starts making home-grown immersion DUV chipmaking tools’

e China has begun mass producing domestically developed immersion deep-ultraviolet
(DUV) lithography machines, a technology crucial to advanced chipmaking, a person
familiar with the matter said, marking a key step forward in Beijing’s drive to reduce its
reliance on foreign technologies.

A A IR Ueh cafed & @R, et A Tl &7 & AT Al -3regr@rae (DUV)
fortarmdht ettt o7 a3 dTat o) ST U® R AT B | TE St FRrw forstor o forw sicwa

FEcaquT deheiieh & 3R AifSier qanr feh slemfrferat o sroeh fovear #e1 e T Reen & v
Hgeaqut e HIeAT SiT TeT &

e Shanghai Aishengna Electronic Technology Group, a little-known Chinese state-owned

company, is leading the production effort after incorporating teams from top Chinese
lithography startups, the source said, declining to be named due to the sensitivity of the
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AN =1, Forrr BT HdereTRTeTdlT o HROT 39T ATA 3N o XA U, T fob hoA I Aefy
TR FaIffca arell Huel) rar$ Vearar saFeifam SFararet g9 M el fraamdy Ferdarew
Y EYAT T QMFA Fe o dTe; $H ScdTet JIH T A]cd F I ¢

Self-sufficiency boost

HTcATANAT Y Fg@ar

The development represents a win for Beijing’s nationwide semiconductor self-sufficiency
initiative, one of President Xi Jinping’s highest priorities, but will not pose an immediate
commercial threat for Dutch supplier ASML.

g Taehra difSier ST Gercamdt AdthssFe ATcATTRdT ge, ST Isgutar oft fo=fer fr aafea
TR H & Teh §, & ToIT Teh Hgea ol 3UCisd & | glefifeh, SEY 5 3qfciehdil ASML T
JchTd IS AT AR WT gl 81T

DUV is a key chipmaking tool long dominated by ASML.

DUV e Y@ TR fasTor 3ueor &, fS o) & T87T & ASML 1 J8fcd TeT &

The Information, a technology industry news outlet, first reported on China’s
development of the tool on Monday, noting that an unidentified state-backed company in
Shanghai had begun manufacturing the machines and planned to produce about five this
year and roughly 20 in 2027.

We A 3g2er & AR #F The Information & BIHAGR &I HIH Tgel et GaRT 5 ITH0T
o Tarehrer &t =T &11 ROIE & 3aR, A1 R Ueh 3371 Toq-WHTAT Fl o 3o #HMeAl bt
ﬁﬂﬁwaﬁwﬁw%aﬂ?sﬁﬁwﬁamzom H 79797 20 AN AT T AT B

Reuters is the first to report the identity of the company.
UISH 5T FHYAT ST TgTeT ATl feleh et ATell Tgell THRIR ATETH g

Needs more testing

3refY 3 qYeqor Y ITIRIFHAT

Aishengna’s DUV machine is expected to need further testing and remains far from
matching the Dutch firm’s competing models, the source said.

T & TTAR, X1 hT DUV Ffer bt 378t 3T GNator i 3Taearehalt & our I 378 o s
Rl & FTAETEST AT T STAT & ST Tgael F FI Y &

Successful deployment would, however, give Chinese chipmakers an alternative source of
equipment if Western governments further restrict exports or servicing of foreign
lithography tools.

glellfeh, ATE SHRT AholcTqaeh SYANT &1 SI1T &, ot TFREHT FIHRT garT fagel feratamdy
3YRION & AT AT 3o7ehr Jar W 31K 3110 gfaaer seme s 6 FRufa & D+ R @Aaansit
I 3UFIVN T Teh Jehieudh Bl 3T gl S|

The Chinese-made DUV machines are expected to be delivered this year to leading
Chinese chipmakers including Semiconductor Manufacturing International Corp (SMIC),
Hua Hong Semiconductor, and memory-chip maker ChangXin Memory Technologies
(CXMT), The Information said, citing two people familiar with the matter.

The Information & ATHS ¥ IR Y safFaal & garor & gara fo e & AT DUV #eiis
58 a¥ voE el Ry fastant — fefiesse A-ghaaier seaaad Fi¢ (SMIC), g3 g
[HThsFe, TUT TR AR SFATATSHIST (CXMT) — BT YT IS STV |

Immersion DUV machines use a layer of water between the projection lens and a silicon
wafer to print smaller circuit patterns than conventional dry systems.
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A DUV Hefiel ISreere o 31 RAfaier a®T & &I qreiY T Ueh TR T 3TN FHAT &,
o araRes 31§ Rees & g 7 31fie o afdhe Yeat Ao e o a8

Advanced chips

3eeld e

e They are used to produce a broad range of chips and can also be pushed to manufacture
more advanced semiconductors through multiple patterning, which requires repeated
exposures of the same layer.

SoTenT 3TN AfRea yepR T e & fAaToT & forw fham Sirar § 3R Aediaer Yefeder qeelis &
ATETH 37T IoAd QST o1 TAATOT oY foram I Terar 8, forass T Tes & Id &1 IR-

TR TFUIST el ISdr gl
e ASML did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
TTHTATS (ASML) o feoqolt & 3reRier oX deshrer 18 gfafsmar w1e &
e SMIC, Hua Hong, and CXMT also did not respond to requests for comment.

THUAATEHT (SMIC), §3nzﬁ=r (Hua Hong) T #ITFaT#E (CXMT) o 8ff feoqott & sreret s
I 3 6T [Tl

e After dropping 8% on the report by The Information on Monday, ASML shares were down
1.6% at 0906 GMT, in line with other European chip sector stocks but underperforming the
broader pan-European STOXX 600 Index.

HIFAR FI § SFBIAAT (The Information) & R F &1 8% IR & gaTd 0906 GMT W)
TTHUATH & AR 1.6% 3R AT & Ig FIRTae 37 Ui R & & QR0 & 31787 o, fohe]
SYe 7T STOXX 600 AHIH I JolelT H HASR TS ATl

o Shanghai Capital Tech Aishengna was established in August 2023 with registered capital
of 7 billion yuan ($1.0 billion), backed by just two state-owned shareholders — Shanghai
Electric Holding and a subsidiary of Shanghai International Trust, according to corporate
records.

HIARE Al & HTHR ET$ HFATT TF AW (Shanghai Capital Tech Aishengna) #r
FYTIAT HITE 2023 F 7 I T3 (1.0 IR IARHY Sfer?) BT Foiieped Toft o A g5 I 58
Sl &l FIHRY TR aTel AU — AETE FATFEH Q1SS TUT AETE FeTAeueTel T T
Teh eI $HaT — 1 FEST 9o B

o Little is known about the firm, which does not have a website and has disclosed nothing
publicly about its operations.

$H U= o AR 7 TE FH SAAHRT ST §| FHR HIS ITHFE AT & 3R A It IR
F TR H ATdoTielsh &I H IS STTeThRT TTST oTel T gl
e The source said the company has incorporated teams from lithography startup

Yuliangsheng, which had begun testing a DUV prototype last year, and Shanghai Micro
Electronics Equipment (SMEE).

T3 o 3TIER, A o FArGIThY FeE3rT FAARTAT (Yuliangsheng), fsraet foer a DUV
WRNETST T TLeTOT YRS FohaT AT, TUT AETE ATSH! SoiFelay sfFauic (SMEE) &1 &1t &Y
39T AT A Thar gl

e SMEE and Yuliangsheng, which is an affiliate of Huawei-backed equipment maker
SiCarrier, are deeply involved in Beijing’s semiconductor self-sufficiency efforts.

THTASE (SMEE) 3R faramralar (Yuliangsheng), ﬁgﬁmﬁawm SiCarrier
& ey &, difSr & Aefisey srcafasar s 7 7Es § 73 gU L

e Corporate and recruitment records show Aishengna and Yuliangsheng share an address in
Shanghai.
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FaRe 3R #clt Faelr rfrerat & gar wrorar & 13 Fefera 31k gfermraier & erems 7 ven g gar
gl

Aishengna, its shareholders, SMEE, and Yuliangsheng did not respond to requests for
comment.

AT, 38 QIIURDT, THUASS AT JFAATTNT o Feoqult & et a1 ig o +AeT feam|

Chasing ASML
TUHUATS Y ST Y Fhifarer

China has been barred by the U.S. from buying ASML’s most advanced Extreme Ultraviolet
(EUV) lithography systems, while Dutch export controls have also restricted its access to
some advanced DUV machines.

IANFT A Aot T TCHTATH FI I Iooid TFASIA Heg@ae (EUV) fagiamdby yonfearat &
Glie, & wfdeferd T 3@ 8, Siafeh dietds & faafa faz=or 1 it 3qeht %o 3o=1d DUV #efat
e ugT WA FIEA

Even as Beijing pushes for self-sufficiency, China remains a crucial revenue pillar for
ASML, accounting for roughly 16% of the Dutch giant’s net sales in the first half of the year.

Teafy difSir ArenAfasiar X 9 & T@T €, R o et vewwHTe & fAw ve Fgeaqel e da
AT 3T & 3R Y 6 Tgell THATE 7 5T hefoft T Fer AGU FshY BT T 16% SHN & o1ecT 37|

While barred from advanced EUV systems, Chinese chipmakers continue to heavily
procure less advanced DUV tools.

3eld EUV gonferat W wfdeer glet & arasie et farg fraar &3 3ot DUV uaelt 1 a5
YA W@ﬂam@@ gl
Reuters reported in December, citing sources, that China had succeeded in building a

prototype of an EUV system, a tool key to building the world’s most advanced chips,
though it remains years from production.

el = R@av 7 1 & garel & Iaw A1 & et & EUV yomrelt &1 o wietersy G fa &t 7
BT 1ot F AN §| TG STFIOT GIoTT T I 3ooidd forew o foraAior & forw 3rid Fgeaqot 8,
gTelifoh 3T AT 3cdiee & 373 s Iy ofaral|

No earnings impact
T T RIS TG AGH

Despite the market reaction, analysts say the news is unlikely to impact ASML’s earnings
trajectory in the mid-term.

STSTR st 9 foham & STasie faeeivent 1 g1l & o 38 GATIR 1 AR I F TCATHATH
1T Y TR T T TSo7 T FHIGAT 7L &

“Producing a handful of immersion DUV tools is not the same as producing tools that can be
used for high-volume manufacturing, where yield, overlay, throughput, and reliability
over thousands of wafer runs are what matter,” JP Morgan Chase analysts wrote in a note
on Tuesday.

St AfateT I (JP Morgan Chase) & fa9eIShi o HaTeldR s Teh feoaolt # forar, ‘o gty
DUV 39T TATAT 3R V& 3YHIUT IR AT foiees 93 Yamer & Rfestor 3 su2ier fvar s as,
alell 3Te1aT-37el9T STt € 513 YaTel & Scdreat & Aes, 3axd, Y& TAUT§SIRT AW T & aRTeT
Rregueaar gew 31 Agea @A g1
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Seoul uses Al-powered cameras to detect suicide risk and help save lives

ACCII

When Al-powered cameras
on bridges over Seoul's
Han River raise the alarm
that someone may be
about to jump, acting
quickly is vital. The water-
way is a landmark of the
glittering South Korean
capital, but also a frequent
scene of despair in a coun-
try with one of the world's
highest suicide rates.

The artificial intelli-
gence-driven surveillance
system alerts first respon-
ders if someone lingers in
certain locations, enters an
area deemed unsafe or
picks up one of the bridg-
es’ dedicated suicide-pre-
vention phones.

It has been strikingly ef-
fective, said Kim Jun-
young, chief of the Han-
gang Bridge CCTV Integrat-
ed Control Centre, with the

rescue rate over the river
rising to more than 99%
from 56% in 2012.

Emergency crews can
reach most bridges within
five minutes — the critical
window to intervene and
save a life, he said. “We see
our role as giving them one
more chance to think it ov-
er, because it may not be
the decision you want”.

From a height of about
30 metres, striking the wa-
ter is akin to crashing a car
at 60 kilometres per hour,
he said.

Persuading people who
have made up their minds
is not easy, Mr. Kim said, as
they often struggle with
rescuers or sprint away “as
if running a 100-metre
race”.

Others can make a final,
split-second decision when
they hear approaching si-
rens, before help arrives.

Last year, nearly 9500

cameras on 17 bridges
identified more than 1,200
incidents, he said, but
“about eight people” could
not be saved.

Broader crisis

The Han River Al system
has been operating since
2021, but South Korea re-
mains gripped by a broad-
er suicide crisis called “a
disgrace on the world
stage” by President Lee Jae
Myung. The suicide rate in
2024 climbed above 29
deaths per 100,000 peo-
ple, the highest since 2011.
It is the leading cause of
death among people aged
10 to 49, government fi-
gures show.

Relentless  academic
pressure, heavy workloads
and a culture that holds in-
dividuals responsible for
failure can leave people ill-
equipped to cope with
life’s setbacks or seek help,

Vital cues: Kim Jun-young of Hangang Bridge CCTV Integrated

said Yoo Jae-hyun, director
of suicide prevention at Se-
oul St. Mary’s Hospital.

Many who have tried to
end their lives told him
“they feel they have be-
come a burden to those
around them, and that eve-
ryone else would be heﬂer
off if they were gone”, Mr.
Yoo said.

Koreans in their twen-

Control Centre explains how the system alerts first responders. AFP

ties account for the largest
share of people treated in
emergency rooms after sui-
cide attempts, according to
Mr. Yoo.

33-year-old cartoonist
Smiling Stone Hwang now
lives what she describes as
a resilient life, after she
was saved by first respon-
ders. After losing her fath-
er to suicide in 2014, Ms.

Hwang inherited his debts
and endured years of law-
suits and asset seizures —
leaving her unable to hold
a bank account in her own
name. Throughout her
20s, she juggled multiple
cash-paying jobs, often
working gruelling hours.

Suicide “didn’t feel like a
particularly tragic choice.
It felt like a rational one”,
Ms. Hwang said.

“Blink of an eye’

Many CCTV systems world-
wide use some form of Al
to help spot danger.

Japanese company Asil-
la says its Al surveillance
system can detect unusual
behaviour, such as falls, or
someone who might be
preparing to jump from a
height.

Its Al tool has been
learning behaviour pat-
terns from cameras in pu-
blic facilities such as shop-

ping centres and stations.

In two separate inci-
dents, it alerted guards to
men standing on rooftops
who were able to be talked
down, chief product offic-
er Yuka Suzuki said.

It is not meant to re-
place humans and cannot
bring down Japan’s suicide
rate — the highest in the G7
- alone, she stressed.

“It’s still often difficult to
provide proper mental
health support,” Ms. Suzu-
ki said. But it is significant
“if we can reduce the num-
ber of incidents, even by a
little, where people lose
their lives in the blink of an
eye”.

In Seoul, CCTV Control
Centre’s Kim recalled one
case in which a young man
was intercepted by the Al
system and rescue work-
ers, only to return later
that day and suddenly
make another attempt

while smoking with a
friend.

Despite rescuers and a
boat already being on the
‘water, they were unable to
save him.

Cartoonist Hwang’s late
father, who had long strug-
gled with alcohol addic-
tion, was once a successful
film producer. Shortly be-
fore his death, he visited
Ms. Hwang at the cafe
‘where she worked, accord-
ing to her cartoon-based
memoir, “I Am a Suicide
Loss Survivor”.

He brought her a gift,
but the usually empty cafe
was packed, and she never
got to buy him a coffee. For
a time after his death, Ms.
Hwang returned daily to
leave a cup of coffee “at the
cramped table where he
never got to sit”.

(f you are in distress,
please reach out on the hel-
pline Tele MANAS at 14416)

29J7. Seoul uses Al-powered cameras to detect suicide risk and help save

lives

RaYer srcAgcar F AR 1 g1 dona 3R Shae g9 & Qv vms-gfad Fai #r
YN FI T &

o The waterway is a landmark of the glittering South Korean capital, but also a frequent scene
of despair in a country with one of the world’s highest suicide rates.

g STCTHTIT STRIOT FIRAT Y THBER IASTETAT T Teh FHT clleh &, o] Tg & &or # farem a1
8 U TIHIT TUA §, ST8l ATcHg AT Y &X fava & e 310+ g1

e The artificial intelligence-driven surveillance system alerts first responders if someone
lingers in certain locations, enters an area deemed unsafe, or picks up one of the bridges’
dedicated suicide-prevention phones.

Fi# geflrwar smeRa fearett gomelt smarawTellsr saTaw AT S Foeh # oot & IS g
caferd fohaly faQy Tt OR 31T ST eh SeXcT §, 3RRIETT Hel ITT &7F A Y AT & IT Jedl |
TIIMT 31T HTcAIT-TATROT ESIBIT T ST FIAT ¢ |

‘Blink of an eye’
‘q—amﬁ-’

e Many CCTV systems worldwide use some form of Artificial Intelligence (Al) to help spot
danger.

fITIN & 31 WNE gonfadT (CCTV Systems) Tfad TR ¥ Tgare et & forw forady o
Tl & & F# geflrear (Al) @1 ST €

e Japanese company Asilla says its Al surveillance system can detect unusual behaviour,
such as falls, or someone who might be preparing to jump from a height.

SITIT=AT ShusiT TR (Asilla) FT hgelT ¢ Toh 3T THTE IR JoITel 3T ITTafa e,
S IR, 3rerar ol oo T S & gt Y SRy e STt St Rewferdt s ot oo
Thdr gl

e Its Al tool has been learning behaviour patterns from cameras in public facilities such as
shopping centres and railway stations.

SHDT TITS SYHIOT ATTYT Heh 3R YoTa Tl SIEr A fore Glaemsit & ot ot & sqaen
gt Yoot O wr

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in =

Pagez 6



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

It is not meant to replace humans and cannot bring down Japan’s suicide rate — the
highest in the G7 — alone, she stressed.

3egiel 38 ST TR oo 1T foh I8 TOTTell HTSAT T TUT oot & foIT T 9a1$ 1S & 3R 31ehel
SITITeT T ATHGAT &3, i1 Si-7 i H T 31T §, BT T AT o ThdT|

GS Paper Il1: Environment 29 July 2026
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2937 | Centre reissues draft on Western Ghats eco-zone

&g« g a1 IR fas-adeemeiie &7 & 7l wr gor: s

Urban Indian private schools at risk of proximity to toxic lead sites: report

2937
T Hrar-sgfa Forel f fewear & NfEw 7 sra & agd s Rz Rae

29J7 | Co-existing with tigers outside reserves

IRTAT &34 F 91T 9t & 9Ty We-Aedea

India curtailed 8,133 GWh solar power to maintain grid security

fars geam qaTe @ & fAv sRa A 8,133 GWh R Fait &t 3careet Wifdra fra
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Centre reissues draft on
Western Ghats eco-zone

Move comes amid the continuing differences with six States over the areas to be included in the

ecologically sensitive area; States worried about notification’s impact on farming, infrastructure

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

he Union Environ-
T ment Ministry has

reissued, for the se-
venth time in over a de-
cade, its draft notification
proposing an ecologically
sensitive area (ESA) across
the Western Ghats, after
the previous draft lapsed
on July 27 without being
finalised.

The latest draft, issued
on July 27, 2026, will re-
main open for public ob-
jections for 60 days before
the Centre considers issu-
ing a final notification. The
notification reiterates that
once finalised, it would
prohibit mining, quarry-
ing, sand mining, new
thermal power plants, cer-
tain industries and large
construction projects with-
in the ESA, while regulat-
ing activities such as hydel
power generation.

The fresh notification
underscores the Centre’s
inability to resolve long-
standing differences with
the six Western Ghats
States — Gujarat, Maha-
rashtra, Goa, Karnataka,
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu —
over the precise villages

The latest notification retains the proposed ecologically sensitive
area at 56,825.7 sq. km, spread across the six States. FILE PHOTO

and regions that should be
included within the eco-
sensitive zone. The States
had raised concerns over
the impact of the ESA de-
claration on agriculture,
plantations,  infrastruc-
ture, and development.

The notification itself
notes that an expert com-
mittee constituted in 2022
is continuing to examine
objections from the States
regarding “the correct
names and area of villages
to be included in the eco-
logically sensitive area” as
well as other suggestions
submitted by the State
governments.

The latest notification

retains the proposed ESA
at 56,825.7 sq. km, spread
across the six States, with
Karnataka accounting for
20,668 sq. km, Maharash-
tra 17,340 sq. km, Kerala
9,993.7 sq. km, Tamil Nadu
6,914 sq. km, Goa 1,461 sq.
km and Gujarat 449 sq.
km.

No changes

A comparison of the latest
draft with the previous not-
ification issued in July 2024
shows no substantive
changes in the notified
area, State-wise extent or
regulatory provisions. The
list of villages proposed for
inclusion also remains un-

29J7. Centre reissues draft on Western Ghats eco-zone

Fg & TRTHA ge TRFAfaw-wagafia 87 & #ulg F g1 I R

changed in places high-
lighted during earlier con-
sultations. For instance,
the 13 villages in Kerala’s
Wayanad district across
Mananthavady, Sulthan
Bathery and Vythiri taluks
that figured in the previous
draft continue to be includ-
ed in the 2026 notification.

The dispute over pro-
tecting the Western Ghats
dates back to 2011, when a
panel chaired by late ecol-
ogist Madhav Gadgil re-
commended that the en-
tire 1,29,000 sq. km
mountain chain be treated
as ecologically sensitive,
with graded levels of pro-
tection. Following objec-
tions from the States, a
high-level working group
chaired by K. Kasturiran-
gan reviewed the proposal
and recommended that
about 37% of the Western
Ghats, covering 59,940 sq.
km of natural landscape,
be designated an ESA. The
notification records that
Kerala subsequently car-
ried out its own field verifi-
cation exercise, reducing
the proposed ESA within
the State from 13,108 sq.
km recommended by the
high-level working group
t0 9,993.7 sq. km.

e The fresh notification underscores the Centre’s inability to resolve longstanding differences
with the six Western Ghats States — Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and
Tamil Nadu — over the precise villages and regions that should be included within the eco-

sensitive zone.

oIS AT $H T2 I [Wiehe A & o afRerst are & 53 o8 Tsal — 6T, HERISE,
T, Felledh, P IR ARAAT — & Ay qRFFYfaF-gageTela 8 7 A e = arel
T JT7ar 3R &3l o oIS FAT T TN 3T @ ATHET T AT he, 379 ok A6T P Tohl g

e The States had raised concerns over the impact of the ESA declaration on agriculture,
plantations, infrastructure, and development.
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e The dispute over protecting the Western Ghats dates back to 2011, when a panel chaired by
the late ecologist Madhav Gadgil recommended that the entire 1,29,000 sq. km mountain
chain be treated as ecologically sensitive, with graded levels of protection.

gfRa#t are & TETOT &l dla fAd1G 2011 I Tl 3T I@T &, 919 [derd wdfavuriae aAmra amsfaer
ohT 3TETETCT aTel Yool ¥ X 1,29,000 &3t fraiaftex & gdciir &1 o fafdest Tt hr gt & ary
uRfRufas 77 ¥ Fdeaefie ifva = 6t Rwiker & o

e Following objections from the States, a High-Level Working Group chaired by K.
Kasturirangan reviewed the proposal and recommended that about 37% of the Western
Ghats, covering 59,940 sqg. km of natural landscape, be designated an ESA.

TS T AT & Te; . FEIIRAA T ICTLTAT dTel ITT FANT FIE TG o1 SH FETd T
TetT T 3 afRest °re & STaTeT 37% Wiehfi 87-411eT, 3T 59,940 9t fFeieie, &t
R TEafas w7 & Fageehe &fF (ESA) 0¥ &te i 3regerar |

Urban Indian private schools at risk
of proximity to toxic lead sites: report

A study has found that 90% of private schools in New Delhi are located near a site contaminated with |

lead. mer

/. arsenic, and/or

sticides: as opposed to develo)

countries, the study found that in low- and middle-income countries, urban schools are 4- to 28-times more likely than rural schools to be near a toxic site

NEW DELHI

n high-income countries like the
l U.S. and the UK., itis

well-established that people who

live in poorer and marginalised
localities are more exposed to pollution
than those in wealthier neighbourhoods.
According to a recent report, that pattern
seems to be reversed in low and middle
income countries (LMIC) like India.

A report, titled ‘Schools in the Shadow
of Toxic Sites: Pollution Proximity in Low-
and Middle-Income Countries’, by the
Center for Global Development (CGD)
looked at how close 2,840 schools were to
toxic sites in 17 countries. It concluded
that 10% of schools in LMICs lie within 5
km of a documented toxic site, especially
in urban areas.

And of all the world’s capital cities,
New Delhi topped the list, with more than
90% of its private schools located near a
site contaminated with lead, mercury,
cadmium, arsenic, and/or pesticides.

When exposed to such contaminants,
children in particular develop higher risk
of heart and kidney diseases as well as of
irreversible learning and cognitive
disabilities. According to the World Bank,
lead exposure during childhood alone
costs LMICs $1 trillion a year.

‘Equally exposed to contamination”
While lead exists naturally in the deep
layers of the earth, no amount of lead
exposure is safe for humans. Once it
enters the body, it can stay silently stuck
to the bones, mimicking calcium. When
mixed with blood, it can lead to severe
kidney and heart problems. In individuals
showing no acute symptoms, it can spike
blood pressure and lead to sudden heart
attacks.

Among children, lead canbe a
powerful neurotoxin that degrades
myelin, the protective outer layer of the
brain, and hampers brain cell
connections.

In the last few decades, more and more
studies from both developed and
developing countries have linked lead
exposure to shortened attention spans,

exposure, the poorest are slightly more
likely to be exposed than the richest, but
since lead exposure can be impactful
within 5 km of radius, everyone who lives
and breathes in the same air is equally
exposed to the contamination,” Mr.
Crawfurd said.

The study found 9.7% of schools in the
sample were within 5 km of a
contaminated site. As a result, “Nearly a
billion children have some lead exposure
globally. And we know that a big share of
that comes from polluted sites, many of
them lead-battery recycling,” Mr.
Crawfurd said.

As opposed to developed countries,
where polluting sites lie where public
ition is weakest, the study found

disorders, and a permanent drop in IQ.

“But we did not know where exactly
the problem was,” Lee Crawfurd, the
report’s author and a researcher at the
CGD, London.

For the analysis, Mr. Crawfurd mapped
2.6 million schools to 11,301 documented
toxic sites across Mexico, India, Ghana,
Kenya, Armenia, and 12 other countries.
While the contamination was severe
within a few metres of a site, pollutants
do not remain there forever. People living
as far as 5 km from a toxic site have
shown to have elevated blood lead levels
as well. “If you look at household lead

that in LMICs, urban schools are 4- to
28-times more likely than rural schools to
be near a toxic site. “The results are a bit
surprising,” Mr. Crawfurd said.

“But it makes sense with the urban
clustering. If you don’t have good
regulation of where recycling can happen,
then it happens in the most convenient
places, which is where people are.”

Paradox of development, recycling
Lead-acid batteries are used to start most
petrol and diesel motor engines; lead is
also present in smaller quantities in the
electrical components of photovoltaic

pp
the air. When exposed to such contaminants, children develop higher risk of heart and kidney di

— <.

pped laptops and air conditioners for metal frequently involves burning away rubber wire casings, releasing lead, mercury, and cadmium into

cells, wind turbines, and as part of
back-up power supply systems. These
batteries alone contribute to 86% of
global lead consumption.

Lead acid batteries are also popular
because they are cheap, rechargeable,
and easy to recycle. The metal melts at
327° C, a temperature that can be
achieved using a blowtorch in a backyard.
Thus, numerous informal enterprises
have erupted in India that simply break
open old batteries, isolate the
lead-containing parts, and toss them ina
furnace. The liquid lead is then filtered
out and recast into ingots for new
batteries.

But without a safe, closed-loop
management system, the lead leaches
into the soil and can enter human bodies
through food, water, and the air.

In developed countries, lead is
generally recycled under strict guidelines
and with restrictions, and costs tens of
millions of dollars. But in LMICs, where
enforcement is weak and labour is cheap,
a large proportion of recycling happens in
backyards.

Thus, in India, even though there are
more than 350 well-equipped recycling
units, some 90% of the waste ends up in
the informal network, where profits are
also higher.

As per the report, this network is now

as well as of cognitive disabilities. AFp

estimated to be responsible for around
33% of the world’s lead poisoning
burden. In LMICs, this burden is

ivalent to 80 lakh disability-adjusted
life years or 8 lakh annual deaths.

‘An invisible problem’

Mr. Crawfurd said variables like a school
being private, secondary or single-sex all
correlated to some degree with higher
pollution exposure simply because they
were clustered in cities. New Delhi had
91.2% of schools within 5 km of a toxic
site; it was followed by Manila (86%),
Nairobi (71%), Accra (67%), and Jakarta
(51%). This clustering is not inevitable,
however: Mr. Crawfurd’s analysis also
found that Mexico City, despite its large
size and high population density, had
almost no toxic-site contamination
because its industrial manufacturing
zones were successfully regulated and
separated from the urban core.

“Lead is an invisible problem that’s
easy to ignore,” Mr. Crawfurd said. “But
badly polluted sites can be regulated,
closed down or moved out of
city/populated areas. It’s something that
the Indian government has done and they
can do it, with more public pressure.”

(Monika Mondal is a freelance science
and environment journalist.
a.monikamondal@gmail.com)

THE GIST

While lead exists naturally in
the deep layers of the earth,
no amount of lead exposure
is safe for humans

v

When mixed with blood, it can
lead to severe kidney and heart
problems. In individuals
showing no acute symptoms, it
can spike blood pressure and
lead to sudden heart attacks

v

In children, lead can be a
powerful neurotoxin that
degrades myelin, the
protective outer layer of the
brain, and hampers brain cell
connections
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29J7. Urban Indian private schools at risk of proximity to toxic lead sites:
report

ﬁw;ﬁw@a;ﬁﬁﬁm%sﬁf@w#m%ewﬁﬁsﬁm Rare

And of all the world’s capital cities, New Delhi topped the list, with more than 90% of its
private schools located near a site contaminated with lead, mercury, cadmium, arsenic,
and/or pesticides.

farea &t weir erenfarat & 78 freelh 5@ =l 7 MY T, STet 90% ¥ Jrftr fovsht fagzmery oo
Tt & fovere Feua § St Hian, arn, SFsfaer, smdfae auvsraar fieamret @ Tgivd 8

e While lead exists naturally in the deep layers of the earth, no amount of lead exposure is
safe for humans.

e gy WA gedt dr aTgdl ol 7 Yrepfcieh §9 & 9T ST 8, 7T 8 W b1 hré ot T wegsat
o fore grfere =gl &1
e Once it enters the body, it can stay silently stuck to the bones, mimicking calcium.

Teh IR AR H FAT A o dle; I8 §3f3aT & Joama o S ¢ 3R Heerrs 61 o sgaer

FATE
e When mixed with blood, it can lead to severe kidney and heart problems.
&Fa # A ST ) IE 318X 36T U7 76T Wl FHEATE 3ot T el 5|

e Among children, lead can be a powerful neurotoxin that degrades myelin, the protective
outer layer of the brain, and hampers brain cell connections.

Tt 7 T v afFaenel dfer-f (FRieiFae) & &9 7 SR aar g, s Afedss 6
GRETTcHD STELl IR ATToIeT Y 877l TEATAT & AT ATEeTSeh FIRAFTHT & TEI Fervil 7 AT
EXGIEY

¢ In the last few decades, more and more studies from both developed and developing

countries have linked lead exposure to shortened attention spans, heightened
aggression, behavioural disorders, and a permanent drop in 1Q.

o Fo gusl 7 fAwRAd Tur Rwrmite dut & 3@ sregget @ dr Jud @ v 7T
mwgém cgagr wath faeRT qur dlgfs aerar (1Q) # Tl &l ¥ ST Bl

Paradox of development, recycling

fasmar 3l gereispor 1 faummy

e Lead-acid batteries are used to start most petrol and diesel motor engines; lead is also
present in smaller quantities in the electrical components of photovoltaic cells, wind
turbines, and as part of back-up power supply systems.

a5-ufls SRt &1 39T srfemier aeker 3R Sigrer A Sofelt &1 ATe] ¥et & forT R ST &,
Hr wretafees R, gaeT eaigal & faegd geht aur S%-3r7 fggd amyfd yonfaat &
Teh H19T o & H 31 &l AT H 39T T 8

e These batteries alone contribute to 86% of global lead consumption.
had I JeiRAT & FRaw Har 3ushr FHT 86% 9T T o

e Lead acid batteries are also popular because they are cheap, rechargeable, and easy to
recycle.

a5-uflis St safaw o sy § Fife o wwedt, gereiRofir our gordswor & TR gl ¢ |

o The metal melts at 327° C, a temperature that can be achieved using a blowtorch in a

backyard.
Ig a1 327° Afewad W a8, St @ A ¢ 5 fonely roars # setefr & s
e T T ST FehaTT B
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e Thus, in India, even though there are more than 350 well-equipped recycling units, some
90% of the waste ends up in the informal network, where profits are also higher.

S8 YR, AR &, IeaTT 350 ¥ 31 ftrF gafoora qassor sweat ¢, [ o orarster 90% 3rafrse
FreAteraTRe Aead A T S 8, et amer o 3Tt g |

Co-existing with tigers outside reserves

ndia’s tiger conservation

story is widely regarded as

one of the world’s most

extraordinary wildlife
recoveries — a species brought
back from near extinction through
sustained political commitment,
scientific management, and
decades of on-ground protection.
Since the launch of Project Tiger
in 1973, the country’s network of
protected areas has expanded
from nine reserves covering 18,278
sq km to 58 reserves spanning
84,488 sq km, accounting for
nearly 2.6% of India’s landmass.
India’s tiger population has risen
from 1,411 in 2006 to 3,682 in
2022, firmly establishing the
country as home to over 70% of
the world's wild tigers. This
success has now created a new
conservation frontier — the
growing proportion of tigers living
outside protected areas.

Although national datasets do
not conclusively link rising tiger
numbers with increasing
human-tiger conflict, forest
departments across several
landscapes report a steady
escalation in such incidents. As
territorial carnivores require
extensive home ranges, tigers
disperse naturally when core
habitats reach saturation.
Consequently, more tigers are
moving beyond protected
boundaries into
human-dominated fringes.
According to the National Tiger
Conservation Authority, 35-40% of
India’s tiger population now lives
outside designated Tiger Reserves.
This reality has prompted the
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change to launch the
Tigers Outside Tiger Reserves
(TOTR) initiative.

Beyond protected boundaries
The growing tiger population
reflects healthy breeding groups,
functional habitats, and
well-connected forest corridors.
However, when tigers move
beyond protected areas into
landscapes interwoven with
villages, farms, roads and other
human infrastructure, interactions

Supriya Sahu

is a senior
administrator
currently serving in
the Government of
Tamil Nadu. She has
worked extensively on
environmental policy,
ecosystem
restoration, wildlife
and biodiversity
conservation, climate
action and
human-wildlife
coexistence. She is
the recipient of the
UNEP Champions of
the Earth Award 2025

The objective of
the Tigers
Outside Tiger
Reserves
initiative is to
establish a
scientifically
grounded,
landscape-based
framework for
conserving
tigers outside
protected areas
while
safeguarding
human lives

with people become inevitable,
leading to human fatalities,
livestock depredation, accidental
encounters, prolonged rescue
operations, and heightened public
anxiety. Each incident carries
ecological, social, and political
consequences, placing enormous
pressure on forest departments
and district administrations.

The objective of the TOTR is to
establish a scientifically grounded,
landscape-based framework for
conserving tigers outside
protected areas while
safeguarding human lives and
livelihoods. Rather than
responding to conflict only after it
occurs, the initiative seeks to shift
the approach from reactive crisis
management to proactive,
science-driven governance built
on technology, preparedness, and
community participation.

The TOTR is being launched as
a targeted pilot rather than a
nationwide rollout, recognising
that long-term policy must be
anchored in evidence generated
under real field conditions.

The All-India Tiger Estimation
(2022) recorded tiger presence
across 212 forest divisions. Based
on this assessment, 40 forest
divisions across nine States have
been selected for the first phase of
the TOTR implementation. The
participating States include
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana and Assam.

The TOTR rests on two
complementary pillars. The first
focuses on reducing human-tiger
conflict and strengthening field
protection. This includes
upgrading communication
systems, deploying rapid response
teams, improving rescue
infrastructure, and ensuring
coordinated action during
emergencies. The second pillar

emphasises long-term coexistence.

Conservation outside protected

and treating villagers as partners
are central to the initiative. Tigers
and people now co-occur across
vast shared landscapes, making
structured coexistence essential
for long-term stability.

Among these, streamlined and
timely compensation mechanisms
are critical. Although States have
their own frameworks, delays
often erode public trust and fuel
resentment. States must simplify
procedures and invest in sustained
outreach to build confidence
among rural families living
alongside tigers.

The role of States

Participating States will also need
to invest strategically in both
technology and institutional
capacity. The programme rightly
emphasises the use of modern
conservation tools such as camera
traps, GPS-enabled monitoring
systems, drones and Al to
strengthen surveillance, improve
early warning systems and enable
evidence-based decision-making.
However, technology alone cannot
resolve human-tiger conflict. Its
effectiveness will ultimately
depend on the strength of the
institutions that support it.
Building public confidence
requires well-trained forest staff,
veterinarians, and rescue teams
capable of responding rapidly in
conflict situations.

The TOTR underscores a
broader national imperative:
strengthening the governance of
shared landscapes where
ecological processes and human
livelihoods intersect daily. The
initiative signals a shift from
viewing tiger conservation solely
through the lens of protected
areas to recognising the wider
mosaic of reserve forests and
other lands that now support
dispersing tigers.

If executed with the same
determination that made Project
Tiger a global benchmark, the

areas cannot succeed without the TOTR could become India’s

trust and participation of local defining conservation initiative of
communities. Awareness the century proving that people
programmes, community and large carnivores can share
engagement, timely compensation | space safely.
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29J7. Co-existing with tigers outside reserves

IRAT &35 & 18T arEY & {1 GE-H e

Since the launch of Project Tiger in 1973, the country’s network of protected areas has
expanded from nine reserves covering 18,278 sq km to 58 reserves spanning 84,488 sq
km, accounting for nearly 2.6% of India’s landmass.

1973 #H WISFE TFIR T A&3Tcl & S1e, W 2T o FIFAYT &Y=t 1 Aeash 18,278 73t faralt ¥ thet 9
ARV § TG 84,488 ot et 71 faw] 58 qug?aw%,a’rm%gmag

TIT ST ST 2.6% g1

India’s tiger population has risen from 1,411 in 2006 to 3,682 in 2022, firmly establishing
the country as home to over 70% of the world’s wild tigers.

R H aral Y FEAT 2006 F 1,411 T F6hT 2022 F 3,682 81 915 &, o a® IRT [Aea & 70% &
37O STl aTEY 7 fHAaTH-TU 91 TAT B

According to the National Tiger Conservation Authority, 35-40% of India’s tiger
population now lives outside designated Tiger Reserves.

TASERT FTE HIETOT FIFAFIOT (NTCA) o 3TTER, R & aTeil 3 & S97879T 35-40% 31 iferggferay
TR Rerd o STe /A €

This reality has prompted the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change to
launch the Tigers Outside Tiger Reserves (TOTR) initiative.

sﬂﬁaﬁﬁmﬁgm,m@mmﬁamﬁmwmm
(TOTR) 98 ol YRS ST &1

The objective of the TOTR is to establish a scientifically grounded, landscape-based
framework for conserving tigers outside protected areas while safeguarding human lives
and livelihoods.

ANANR (TOTR) FT 3eg T a3t & a1 ama & TEToT & fow denfas smar w A,
$[GRT-IMUTRT TG T AT 8, T &1 Aled Sftaet 3R e T Gat JiATeTd FHTalr
gl

Rather than responding to conflict only after it occurs, the initiative seeks to shift the
approach from reactive crisis management to proactive, science-driven governance built
on technology, preparedness, and community participation.

ol HUY 3cUesT 8l & ST UTAThAT &l & ST, TG U ol AfAThITcHS® Hhe U J gTa
A, R 3menia amee 1 3R aRade Hr aredr €, S iegifrd, damy 3k aererfs
HeHTfarar o 3maia gl

The TOTR rests on two complementary pillars.
SN &Y TER e Tl T 3MERA B
The first focuses on reducing human-tiger conflict and strengthening field protection.

YEAT T ATAG-ATT HIE T & el T HeTel FIETOT T & el W Hhiad o

This includes upgrading communication systems, deploying rapid response teams,
improving rescue infrastructure, and ensuring coordinated action during emergencies.

g% 39T WAR FONTeraY T 3ea13eT, cafd afafhar gat 6 darc, T9ma FaHIa=T &1
GEEIRIuT T JaTchTeller TRIFATIT # FAfad Hars iAfRed Hr afde g
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e The second pillar emphasises long-term coexistence.
GO T SeFIfoE - 3Heaed W ael ST o

e Conservation outside protected areas cannot succeed without the trust and participation of
local communities.

TRRYT &1 o STeY WRRTOT FUTHIT FHAGHIT & favard 3R Hgenfarar & f9a Aol g1 & Hehell|

e Awareness programmes, community engagement, timely compensation and treating
villagers as partners are central to the initiative.

ST FHAHH, HEETAS TEHTINCT, THT IR FHTGT 2T AHON Hr AR & T 5
TAIRR YT SH Tgel & JHE dcd &

India curtailed 8,133
GWh solar power to
maintain grid security

As on June 30, India’s installed solar power capacity stood at 162.15 GW,

which included 30.11 GW of rooftop projects, 643 GW of off-grid project

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ndia curtailed 8,133 gi-
lgawatt-hour (GWh) of

solar power during
the April-June quarter this
year, according to Minister
of State for New and Re-
newable Energy Shripad
Yesso Naik.

The curtailment and
restriction were instituted
to “maintain grid security”
and “due to mismatch bet-
ween commissioning of
transmission lines and re-
newable energy projects,
he informed Parliament,
quoting figures from the
Grid Controller of India.

Curtailment is when
power-grid operators limit
the power output from
generating sources to
maintain grid stability.

A total of 2,417 GWh of
solar energy curtailment
was carried out in April
this year, 3,235 GWh in

Wasted energy

Restriction due to mismatch between commissioning of trans-
mission lines and renewable energy projects, MoS tells House

i

= Curtailment is when power-
grid operators limit output

ﬁ' from generating sources

m2,417 GWh of solar energy
curtailment was carried out
in April this year

= 3,235 GWh of solar energy
was restricted in May and
2,481 GWh in June

May and 2,481 GWh in
June. As on June 30, India
has installed solar capacity
of up to 162.15 GW, which is
inclusive of 125.6 GW of
utility scale projects, 30.11
GW of rooftop projects and

643 GW
projects.

of off-grid

PM Surya Ghar

Separately, Mr. Naik also
told the upper house that
since its implementation in
February 2024, the PM Su-

rya Ghar scheme has re-
ceived more than 75 lakh
applications, as on July 22.

More than 39.7 lakh
rooftop solar (RTS) systems
with a cumulative installed
capacity of 14,180.90 MW
have been installed, he ad-
ded. Mr. Naik also said the
scheme has reached out to
more than 48 lakh house-
holds having released
327,343.9 crore as Central
Financial Assistance (CFA)
until June 27.

29J7. India curtailed 8,133
GWh solar power to
maintain grid security

s gRam s=e 1@ & fav
AR A 8,133 GWh &R FaT
FT cuTeel Hifad far

e AsonJune 30, India has
installed solar capacity of up to
162.15 GW, which is inclusive of
125.6 GW of utility-scale
projects, 30.11 GW of rooftop
projects, and 6.43 GW of off-
grid projects.

30 ST T IR H Fel 162.15
armaTe (GW) Fr &R F=T s1aar
TTfoe Y ST gehr 8, Forest 125.6
GW &1 FRfa&-Faher aRIS=T,
30.11 GW & ¥herd IRASATT,
YT 6.43 GW &7 3iTe-frs

RS enfie g

PM Surya Ghar
diesr g &1 et

e Separately, Mr. Naik also
told the Rajya Sabha that since
its implementation in February
2024, the PM Surya Ghar
scheme has received more than
75 lakh applications, as on July
22.

37197 &, AT ATgH o UsITAHT HI

ST foh BREdY 2024 H 9] g1t o ol § 22 Fel1$ oieh et TF & AeelT & 3ol 75 aE &
3T 3HTdege 1o §U &
e More than 39.7 lakh rooftop solar (RTS) systems with a cumulative installed capacity of
14,180.90 MW have been installed, he added.

3egiel 3119 ST foh 14,180.90 HIMTETE (MW) hT Shred TTAT &THCT aTel 39.7 AT & Jifdrw
Therq ¥R (RTS) Rves wuifid fohu o g &
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GS Paper Il1: Internal Security

29 July 2026

TOPICS COVERED

29J7 | Protecting protest
faRer-geeler hr geam

Protests that inconvenience people

must not be confused with violence
' defining feature of the recent Cockroach

Janta Party agitation related to its under-
estimation by the government, which
hoped to quell the protests by force. The net re-
sult was widespread student anger, which served
to entrench the agitation. The Supreme Court has
just commenced hearing petitions on the police’s
alleged use of disproportionate force, especially
on July 20 in Delhi and a constable’s aerial firing
of an assault rifle allegedly to disperse crowds on
July 25 in Bihar’s Siwan. The Court has also
agreed to hear petitions from the families of pol-
ice personnel claiming that they were assaulted
and “lynched”. The ferocity of the July 20 police
crackdown against protesters is not in doubt; in
addition to tear gas, videos also purported to
show the police using lathis studded with nails.
But as Justice Joymalya Bagchi observed, the state
should also answer why some police officers al-
legedly lacked protective gear. Under-equipped
police are more likely to escalate force out of fear,
and this is why international best practices in
crowd control involve graduated responses.
There is also merit in pleas that the same police
force accused of using excess force also investi-
gating it could potentially undermine credibility.
However, the Chief Justice of India’s remark
that protests are permissible “with due permis-
sion and at designated places” could come at
odds with the right to protest. The democratic
purpose of a protest is to inconvenience the state
and thus should not be limited to its happening at
the state’s convenience. At the same time, not ev-
ery inconvenience is constitutionally protected.
The answer lies in proportionality. If the CJI's in-
sistence on ‘discipline’ comes to mean protests
must be orderly and predictable, it risks impos-
ing administrative preferences on a constitution-
al right. The state is responsible for preventing
violence, protecting life, and maintaining essen-
tial services. But modern cities are also dense and
even a peaceful blockade could deprive thou-
sands of uninvolved citizens of their liberties. The
judiciary should thus resist conflating disruption
that results in inconveniencing the public —
which is one of the mechanisms by which a prot-
est acquires its political force — and violence,
which infringes on the rights of others. A unified
set of procedures will also be welcome since pol-
icing is a State subject under the Seventh Sche-
dule, and States have different training, equip-
ment, escalation, and documentation rules. A
national protocol could standardise the thresh-
olds at which the use of high-impact crowd-con-
trol measures can be authorised and mandatory
documentation of lathi charges, medical assis-
tance after use of force, preservation of evidence,
and independent inquiries into serious injuries.
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e Butas Justice Joymalya Bagchi observed, the State
should also answer why some police officers allegedly lacked
protective gear.
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e Under-equipped police are more likely to escalate force out

of fear, and this is why international best practices in crowd
control involve graduated responses.
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e The democratic purpose of a protest is to inconvenience

the State and thus should not be limited to its happening at the
State’s convenience.
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e At the same time, not every inconvenience is
constitutionally protected.
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e The answer lies in proportionality.
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e Ifthe CJI's insistence on “discipline” comes to mean

protests must be orderly and predictable, it risks imposing
administrative preferences on a constitutional right.
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e The State is responsible for preventing violence, protecting
life, and maintaining essential services.
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e But modern cities are also dense and even a peaceful blockade could deprive thousands of
uninvolved citizens of their liberties.
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e Thejudiciary should thus resist conflating disruption that results in inconveniencing the

public — which is one of the mechanisms by which a protest acquires its political force — and
violence, which infringes on the rights of others.
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e A unified set of procedures will also be welcome since policing is a State subject under the
Seventh Schedule, and States have different training, equipment, escalation, and
documentation rules.
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e A national protocol could standardise the thresholds at which the use of high-impact
crowd-control measures can be authorised and mandatory documentation of lathi charges,

medical assistance after use of force, preservation of evidence, and independent inquiries
into serious injuries.
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Diminishing relevance

"ged! yrEfAsdr

e As Olympic and World Championships medallist Mirabai Chanu stood atop the podium in
Glasgow on Sunday, tears rolling down her cheeks after becoming the first woman
weightlifter to secure her third consecutive Commonwealth Games gold medal, she
provided much-needed succour to a Games that had risked fading into oblivion a few years
ago.
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The Internet can be broadly divided into three layers:
1. Surface Web
2. Deep Web
3. Dark Web

The Deep Web and the Dark Web are often confused, but they are fundamentally different.

\ Feature H Deep Web H Dark Web
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\ Feature H Deep Web H Dark Web \
The part of the internet that is not ||A small, hidden portion of the Deep
Definition indexed by search engines but is |Web that requires special software
accessible with proper (e.g., Tor Browser) to access and
authorization. provides a high degree of anonymity.
Accessible through normal web . iali h
Accessibility  |[browsers after logging in or with Requires specla ised browsers such as
o Tor (The Onion Router) or 12P.
permission.
Indexed by
Search 1 No 1 No
Engines
PUIDOSE Protects private, confidential, or Designed primarily for anonymous
P restricted information. communication and hidden services.
_ Entirely legal and used every day Accessing itis not illegal |n_|t§e_lf in
Legality L o most countries, but many activities
by individuals and organisations. . X {
carried out on it may be illegal.
Size Around 90-95% of all web A very small fraction of the Deep Web
content. (well below 1% of the total web).
Online banking, email inboxes, Anonymous forums, whistle-blower
Examples hospital records, university portals, |[platforms, secure journalism portals,
P government databases, cloud encrypted marketplaces, hidden
storage, subscription services. websites ending in .onion.

What is the Deep Web?

The Deep Web consists of all internet content that cannot be found through search engines
like Google, Bing, or Yahoo because it is protected by passwords, subscriptions,
permissions, or technical restrictions.

Examples

o Internet banking accounts

e Gmail inbox

e Hospital medical records

o Government databases

e University student portals

e Company intranets

e Cloud storage (Google Drive, OneDrive)
o Paid academic journals

Why is it useful?
The Deep Web protects:

e Privacy
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¢ Financial information

« Medical records

o Educational records

e Government documents
e Business data

Thus, the Deep Web is an essential and legitimate part of the Internet.

What is the Dark Web?

The Dark Web is a hidden subset of the Deep Web that intentionally conceals the identity
and location of users and websites through encryption and anonymous routing.

It is commonly accessed using the Tor Browser, which routes internet traffic through
multiple volunteer-operated servers, making it difficult to identify the user's IP address.

Legitimate Uses of the Dark Web

The Dark Web is not inherently illegal. It has several lawful applications, such as:

Secure communication by journalists.

Protection of whistle-blowers.

Anonymous communication by human rights activists.
Circumventing censorship in countries with restricted internet access.
Privacy-conscious browsing.

Illegal Uses of the Dark Web
Unfortunately, the anonymity offered by the Dark Web also attracts criminal activity, including:

Illegal drug marketplaces.

Sale of stolen personal or financial data.
Distribution of malware and ransomware.
Illegal firearms trafficking.

Counterfeit documents.

Financial fraud and cybercrime.
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