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29J7. Sharmila claims gold in para shot put F57 

एफ57   र          म    म ऱ                दक 

 Sharmila Dhankar scripted history on Monday as she 
won India‟s first para athletics gold medal in the 
Commonwealth Games, clinching the top spot in the 
women‟s shot put F57 event here. 

   म ऱ     कर                      च     , जब        क म      

        भ र  क    ऱ    र  ए ऱ            दक ज              
म  ऱ          एफ57                                

 The 40-year-old produced a season-best throw of 
9.81m to end India’s 20-year wait for a para athletics medal in 
the CWG. 

 40    य           9.81 म  र         क                      

क म           (CWG)                                     20 

      ब     ज                  
 Another Indian, Shilpa Shyla, was awarded the 

bronze medal following an Indian protest in controversial 

circumstances. 

                              यऱ                          
               ज       ग           ब   क   य  दक           
ग    

 Shyla had produced a personal best effort of 7.26m. 

   यऱ     7.26 म  र          य               द             
 Nigeria‟s Eucharia Iyiazi was initially placed at the 

bronze medal position but after a protest and official review, 

her only valid mark was adjudged a foul. 

       रय     य क  रय    यय                क   य  दक                 ग     ,             औ  
                  ब                                             ग    

 F57 classification is for athletes with lower limb impairments, limb deficiencies, or 
reduced muscle power. 

 एफ57    कर                         ज       ऱ       क    म  ,      क  कम  य  म       य  क  
     म  कम           

 Infected with polio on her left leg at the age of two, Sharmila won a gold medal in the Fazza 
International Para Athletics Championship this year. 

 द                     ब              ऱय                  म ऱ            फ       र    ऱ   र  
ए ऱ          य              दक ज     
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29J7. Kushare clinches a historic silver for India in high jump 

क   र             म  भ र  क   ऱए        क र    दक      
 For every attempt by Sarvesh Kushare in the men's high jump final of the Commonwealth 

Games at the Scotstoun Stadium here on Monday, the modest gathering of spectators 

responded with warm applause and cheers. 

                 क             यम        ज  क म                               फ   ऱ       
        क   र                  ज                           ग  ज               बज    औ  
                     ग        

 Kushare settled for the silver medal — the first for India in able-bodied athletics at this 

Games. 

 क   र     र    दक                   — ज               म (एबऱ-ब    ) ए ऱ                 
             

 It was also the first silver by an Indian high jumper at the quadrennial event. 

      र    य  य                          र       ज    ग        र    दक        
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Summary of Sportspersons, Event, Medal, and 

Significance 

Sportsperson Sport/Event Competition Rank/Position Medal 
Specific Uniqueness / 

Achievement 

Sharmila 

Dhankar 

Women's 

Shot Put F57 

(Para 

Athletics) 

Commonwealth 

Games 
1st 

� 

Gold 

Won India's first-ever 

Para Athletics Gold 

Medal in the history of the 

Commonwealth Games. 

Ended India's 20-year wait 

for a Para Athletics medal 

at the CWG with a season-

best throw of 9.81 m. 

Previously finished 4th at 

the 2022 Birmingham 

CWG and had earlier won 

gold at the Fazza 

International Para 

Athletics Championship. 

Shilpa Shyla 

Women's 

Shot Put F57 

(Para 

Athletics) 

Commonwealth 

Games 

3rd (upgraded 

from 4th) 

� 

Bronze 

Initially finished 4th, but 

was upgraded to Bronze 

after India's successful 

protest against Nigeria's 

athlete. Recorded a 

personal best throw of 

7.26 m. 

Sarvesh 

Kushare 

Men's High 

Jump 

Commonwealth 

Games 
2nd 

� 

Silver 

Became the first Indian 

high jumper to win a 

Silver Medal in 

Commonwealth Games 

history. Also won India's 

first medal in able-bodied 

athletics at these Games. 

Lost gold on countback 

after both he and Romaine 

Beckford cleared 2.25 m, 

but Beckford cleared it in 

fewer attempts. 

Romaine 

Beckford 

(Jamaica) 

Men's High 

Jump 

Commonwealth 

Games 
1st 

� 

Gold 

Won the gold medal on the 

countback rule, having 

cleared 2.25 m on his first 

attempt, whereas Sarvesh 

Kushare required three 

attempts. 

Jack Kimani 

(England) 

Men's High 

Jump 

Commonwealth 

Games 
3rd 

� 

Bronze 

Cleared 2.20 m to secure 

the bronze medal. 
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GS Paper 1: History 29 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
29J7 QUIZ 

 
 

29J7. QUIZ 
1. Which properties from India were the first to be 
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 
1983? 

 Ajanta Caves (Maharashtra), Ellora Caves 
(Maharashtra), and Agra Fort (Uttar Pradesh) became the 
first Indian properties to be inscribed on the UNESCO 
World Heritage List in 1983. 

 Ajanta Caves are renowned for their Buddhist rock-
cut monasteries and murals, dating from approximately the 
2nd century BCE to the 6th century CE. 

 Ellora Caves represent a unique coexistence of 
Buddhist, Hindu and Jain monuments, constructed 

between the 6th and 10th centuries CE. 

 Agra Fort, built primarily under Emperor Akbar (1565 onwards), served as the principal 

Mughal imperial residence before the capital shifted to Delhi. 

2. What is the unique feature of the Khangchendzonga National Park among India's 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites? 

 Khangchendzonga National Park, located in Sikkim, was inscribed on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List in 2016. 

 It is India's only Mixed World Heritage Site, recognised for both its exceptional natural 
biodiversity and rich cultural and spiritual heritage. 

 The park encompasses ecosystems ranging from subtropical forests to alpine meadows 
and glaciers, including parts of Mount Khangchendzonga, the world's third-highest 
mountain (8,586 m). 

 It is sacred to the Lepcha community and Tibetan Buddhist traditions, where mountains, 

lakes and forests possess deep religious significance. 

 The park also shelters globally important wildlife such as the Snow Leopard, Red Panda, 

Himalayan Tahr and Musk Deer, making it significant for biodiversity conservation. 

3. Which UNESCO World Heritage property extends across Tamil Nadu, West Bengal 
and Himachal Pradesh? 

 The Mountain Railways of India is a serial UNESCO World Heritage Property comprising: 

 Darjeeling Himalayan Railway (West Bengal) – inscribed 1999. 

 Nilgiri Mountain Railway (Tamil Nadu) – added 2005. 

 Kalka–Shimla Railway (Himachal Pradesh) – added 2008. 

 These railways represent remarkable examples of 19th- and early 20th-century mountain 
engineering, overcoming steep gradients through tunnels, bridges, loops and zigzags. 

4. Name the two Indian UNESCO World Heritage Sites that were, at different times, 
placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger. 

 Manas Wildlife Sanctuary (Assam) was placed on the List of World Heritage in Danger in 
1992 due to armed conflict, poaching and severe damage to park infrastructure. 

 Following sustained conservation efforts by the Government of India, the Government of 
Assam and international partners, it was removed from the Danger List in 2011. 
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 The Group of Monuments at Hampi (Karnataka) was placed on the Danger List from 1999 
to 2006 because of concerns regarding infrastructure development and threats to its 

archaeological integrity. 

 After corrective conservation measures and improved site management, UNESCO removed 
Hampi from the Danger List in 2006. 

 These examples illustrate that UNESCO may temporarily list sites as "in danger" to 

encourage stronger conservation measures rather than revoke their World Heritage status. 

5. Which Indian UNESCO World Heritage Site is part of a transnational serial property 
shared with six other countries? 

 This World Heritage Property was inscribed in 2016 as a transnational serial nomination. 

 It includes 17 architectural works distributed across seven countries: 

 Argentina 

 Belgium 

 France 

 Germany 

 India 

 Japan 

 Switzerland. 

 India's contribution is the Capitol Complex at Chandigarh, designed by the renowned 
architect Le Corbusier. 

6. Which UNESCO World Heritage Site, inscribed in 2003, contains the earliest known 
traces of human life in India? 

 The Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka, located in Raisen District, Madhya Pradesh, were 
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2003. 

 The site contains over 700 rock shelters, many of which preserve prehistoric paintings 

depicting hunting, dancing, rituals and everyday life. 

 Archaeological evidence indicates continuous human occupation from the Lower 
Palaeolithic period through the Mesolithic, Chalcolithic and later historical periods. 

 The paintings employ natural pigments and represent one of the world's longest continuous 
artistic traditions. 

 Bhimbetka provides crucial evidence regarding the evolution of prehistoric human life, cultural 
development and artistic expression on the Indian subcontinent. 

7. Which Indian currency notes feature the Konark Sun Temple and the Sanchi Stupa? 

 The ₹10 banknote of the Mahatma Gandhi (New) Series, issued by the Reserve Bank of 
India, features the Konark Sun Temple (Odisha) on its reverse side. 

 The Konark Sun Temple, built during the 13th century by King Narasimhadeva I of the 
Eastern Ganga dynasty, was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984. 

 The ₹200 banknote displays the Sanchi Stupa (Madhya Pradesh). 

 The Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi, established originally under Emperor Ashoka in the 
3rd century BCE, were inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1989. 

 Both monuments highlight India's rich cultural heritage through the country's currency. 

8. Visual Identification: Name this UNESCO World Heritage Site and the State in which 
it is located. 

 Rani-ki-Vav (Queen's Stepwell) is situated at Patan in Gujarat. 

 It was built during the 11th century CE by Queen Udayamati in memory of her husband 
King Bhima I of the Solanki (Chaulukya) dynasty. 

 The monument was inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2014. 
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 It is celebrated as one of the finest surviving examples of India's stepwell architecture, 
featuring intricate sculptures of Vishnu, Lakshmi, Shiva, celestial beings and 

mythological figures. 

 

GS Paper 1: Society 29 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
29J7 „Gen Alpha‟ students stage walkout for basic facilities 

„      फ ‟ क     य    य     ब   य द           क  म    क  ऱ कर क     क  ब   क र  कय  

 

29J7.  „Gen Alpha‟ students stage walkout for basic facilities 

„      फ ‟ क     य    य     ब   य द           क  म    क  ऱ कर क     क  
ब   क र  कय  

 Days after the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)-led student protest in Delhi 
drew national attention, a similar expression of dissent emerged from Uttar 
Pradesh‟s Fatehpur district on Tuesday. 

 द ऱ     क कर             (CJP)                        द ऱ                        

                        ब  , म  ऱ  र      र  द   क  फ     र   ऱ                    
  र    द               

 Hundreds of students at a government-aided school walked out of their 
classrooms and staged a protest demanding better infrastructure. 

    रक र     य           य ऱय             य         क        ब            औ  
ब        रभ     र          ग          द          
 

Human Generations: Timeline and Characteristics 

Generation 
Birth 
Years 

(Approx.) 

Current 
Age 

(2026) 

Popular 
Name 

Key Characteristics 

Silent 
Generation 

1928–1945 
81–98 
years 

Traditionalists 
Experienced the Great Depression 
and World War II; value discipline, 
loyalty, and hard work. 

Baby Boomers 1946–1964 
62–80 
years 

Boomers 
Born during the post-World War II 
population boom; witnessed rapid 
industrialization and economic growth. 

Generation X 
(Gen X) 

1965–1980 
46–61 
years 

Gen X 
Grew up before the internet; 
adaptable, independent, and career-
oriented. 

Millennials 
(Generation Y) 

1981–1996 
30–45 
years 

Gen Y / 
Millennials 

Came of age during the internet 
revolution; familiar with computers, 
mobile phones, and social media. 

Generation Z 
(Gen Z) 

1997–2012 
14–29 
years 

Zoomers 
First true digital natives; grew up with 
smartphones, social media, online 
learning, and streaming platforms. 

Generation 2013–2024 2–13 Gen Alpha Born entirely in the era of AI, tablets, 
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Generation 
Birth 
Years 

(Approx.) 

Current 
Age 

(2026) 

Popular 
Name 

Key Characteristics 

Alpha (Gen 
Alpha) 

(approx.) years voice assistants, and smart devices; 
expected to be the most 
technologically connected generation. 

Generation Beta 
(Gen Beta) 

2025–2039 
(projected) 

0–1 year Gen Beta 

The first generation born into an AI-
driven world. They are expected to 
grow up with advanced robotics, 
generative AI, autonomous vehicles, 
smart homes, and immersive 
technologies. 

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 29 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

29J7 UN chief makes rare Cyprus visit to help ease decades-old ethnic division 

  य    र     म      द क    र        य   भ    क  कम कर   क   ऱए       क  द ऱ भ य    क  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29J7. UN chief makes rare Cyprus visit to help ease decades-old ethnic 

division 

  य    र     म      द क    र        य   भ    क  कम कर   क   ऱए       क  द ऱ भ य    
क  
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 U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, on a rare visit to Cyprus, said on Tuesday he 
was demonstrating his commitment to resolving the island nation’s decades-old ethnic 
division, even as expectations remain low for a speedy breakthrough leading to a peace 
accord. 

  य    र    म       ए     य      र      म  ऱ  र                                               
                  द क    र        य   भ                                 ब               
      ,                  म                     ब                                  

 ―I will do everything I can to support the Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots in this 
very important moment,‖ Mr. Guterres said after talks with Greek Cypriot President Nikos 
Christodoulides. 

  क      य  र         क           ऱ                    ब          र         , “म       य   

म         मय म    क      य   और   क       य   क   म    कर   क   ऱए  र   भ   य   क     ” 

 The U.N. chief also met with Turkish Cypriot leader Tufan Erhurman and was scheduled 
to hold joint meetings with both leaders later in the day and on Wednesday. 

  य    र     म        क       य         फ   एर  रम                               ब      औ  
ब    र                         य    ब  क                

 The first visit by a U.N. chief in 16 years came during renewed efforts to resume formal 
peace talks after a nearly decade-long hiatus. 

16               य    र     म                                 , जब  ग ग एक द क क     र ऱ 

   ब   औ च                                            ज          
 The last major push, which Mr. Guterres mediated in 2017, collapsed in recriminations over 

who and what was to blame for the impasse. 

2017           र                           ब           ब                   -           
             ग      ग                 औ       ज           

 Numerous rounds of U.N.-mediated talks have shared the same fate since 1974, when the 
island was divided following a Turkish invasion prompted by an Athens-backed coup with 
the stated goal of union with Greece. 

1974     ब      य    र                                                                        
                        ए     म          ऱ     ब         क    म                   

          ज     ग       
 Turkish Cypriots declared independence in the island’s northern third in 1983, but it is only 

recognised by Türkiye, which maintains more than 35,000 troops there. 

  क       य      1983                   -        ग                    ,                   क य  
                 ,  ज         35,000       क     क                  

 Cyprus joined the European Union (EU) in 2004, but only the internationally recognised 
southern part enjoys the full benefits. 

      2004    य र   य     (EU)         ब  ,                                          

द     भ                                          
 A few months before his U.N. term expires, Mr. Guterres wants to convene a wider meeting 

involving top diplomats from Cyprus‟ guarantors — Greece, Türkiye, and Britain — to 
declare a formal start to peace talks. 

       य    र                                               र              र  र द    —    , 

   क य , औ        —           ज                  ब    ब      च       ,                     
औ च                       ज       

 It is hoped that such a declaration would provide momentum to the process so that Mr. 
Guterres‟ successor could see it through. 

            ज                                         -        (Momentum)   ग ,  ज    
       र        र   क र                                ग  ब      ग   
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GS Paper II: Polity 29 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

29J7 Panel on SC status for Dalit converts yet to submit report 

द ऱ   म    र   क                क  द    द     र        म       भ   क  र                
क  

 
 

29J7. Panel on SC status for Dalit converts yet to submit report 

द ऱ   म    र   क                क  द    द     र        म       भ  
 क  र                क  

 More than a month after Justice K.G. Balakrishnan (Retd.)-led 
Commission finished its study to examine whether Scheduled Caste (SC) 
status can be accorded to Dalit converts, its report has not yet been submitted, 
The Hindu has learnt. 

 य यम     क .  . ब ऱक     (         )                 य         द ऱ   म    र   
                 (SC) क  द        ज                                             

                  ब   ज       ब  ज         र                          ग    ,    

ज       द    द              
 The three-member Commission of Inquiry was constituted in October 

2022. 

        द य य       य       बर 2022    ग         ग       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 29 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

29J7 Iran‟s Afghan balancing act amid regional upheaval 

    य   ऱ-   ऱ क  ब    र   क            ऱ क र      क   

29J7 Senegal offers „unwavering support‟ as Mali battles separatist insurgents 

 ऱ     द        य           क  ब        ऱ    म ऱ  क  „      म   ‟ क          दय  
29J7 U.K. to resume military drills in Kenya after delay over human rights concerns 

म      क र   ब            क  क र      द र  क  ब द       क  य  म     य   य            कर    
29J7 Beyond national interest: role of ethics and emotions in world politics 

र    य         र :      र       म      क   और भ       क  भ  मक  
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29J7.  Iran‟s Afghan balancing act amid regional upheaval 

    य   ऱ-   ऱ क  ब    र   क            ऱ क र      क   
 Almost unnoticed, however, was the presence of delegations from both the Taliban and the 

opposition Northern Alliance. 

       ,  ग ग           ग     ऱब               द     ऱ य                               
 While Iran is the one country which has built the strongest influence with Kabul since the 

collapse of the government of President Ashraf Ghani (August 2021), it still does not 
officially recognise the Taliban government. 

       र           2021    र         र                         ब      क ब ऱ     ब        

                   ,            ब       ऱब    रक र                                  
 This is hardly surprising, considering that until the 1990s, Iran, along with India, Russia, 

Tajikistan and other neighbouring and foreign states, supported the Northern Alliance. 

     च  ज          ,       1990 क  द क     र  , भ र ,   ,      क                       
                           द     ऱ य                         

 The consistent and massive deployment of Western military power on its borders was a 

perpetual nightmare that had to be factored into its calculations. 

                   म     य                औ                                     च       
       ,  ज                ग                                    

 Pakistan‟s support for and incubation of the Afghan Taliban, while simultaneously backing 
the U.S.-led „war on terror‟, created a sinkhole of competing interests, where the Venn 

diagram of who was supporting whom became so convoluted that foreign powers often ceded 
the upper hand to regional players. 

   क                    ऱब            औ                        -     म  रक -         ऱ  
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„   क  द क        य   ‟                                            ज                   , 

 ज                             ,           झ ग      ब                                  
      ब      ब      

 The fact that al Qaeda founder Osama Bin Laden was eventually found in Abbottabad, 
Pakistan (May 2011), in a large house — and not a cave in the infamous Tora Bora — was 

not a coincidence. 

           ऱ-  यद                म   ब  ऱ द         म  2011       क     क  एब  ब द    
   ब               ग —              र  ब र          ग      —           ग          

The Afghan chessboard 

        र   क   ब    
 The Northern Alliance, largely concentrated in the mountainous northern province of 

Panjshir, was both weak and disorganised, with infighting having hollowed out any 

possibility of cohesion and structure. 

                             र            द     ऱ य     ज   औ     ग                  

   ब              ज     औ    ग          च                                           
 Zabihullah Mujahid, a spokesman close to Taliban emir Hibatullah Akhundzada, said in an 

interview with Iranian state radio that they would support Iran if need be. 

   ऱब             ब   ऱ       द  द              ग             ब    ऱ   म     द     र    
 रक र  र   य                                                   र               ग   

 The nature and extent of such support, of course, remain subjects of debate. 

        ,                    औ        ब    चच           ब           
 Diplomatic support from Kabul has been robust over the past year, including access to the 

country’s civilian airports. 

                      क ब ऱ         क      क  म               ,  ज               रक           
       च              

 But the Iranians hosting Masood and the Northern Alliance delegation in Tehran shows 
that, despite the war in West Asia, Iran is not willing to put all its eggs in one basket when it 
comes to Afghanistan. 

       र   य        म  द       द     ऱ य                        र         ब                    

    म ए  य             ब  ज    र  ,                                                     
                च      

 The country, and its intricacies, remain a problem that needs strategic management. 

       औ       ज         ब                ,  ज        र     क  ब              
 For example, Quds Force, the powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) elite 

external operations branch, has been run by Esmail Qaani since the assassination of Qasem 
Soleimani in 2020 by the U.S. 

             ,            ऱ  मक  र   य   र       क     (IRGC)           ब                
क                   2020     म  रक            म   ऱ म               ब        म  ऱ             
    

 Qaani is known to be a Khorasan hand (Iran‟s north/eastern neighbours such as 
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, among others). 

          र                        ज      ,  ज     र                                ज    
          ,   क म                      

Ties with Pakistan 

   क     क        ब   
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 Pakistan‟s role as a mediator between Tehran and Washington DC has given a new lease 
of „brotherhood‟ between the two. 

   र   औ             .  .    ब च म य               क                               ब च 

„भ    र ‟        ज               
 Nonetheless, their aims are divergent. 

      ,                               
 For Pakistan, the objective is to get back into the good books of both the U.S. and Gulf 

partners (Islamabad now has troops stationed in Saudi Arabia). 

   क                म  रक           द    क      द र                              (          
  ऱ म ब द            द   रब            )  

 For Iran, it is about reaching out to the U.S. through a neighbour it knows, if not trusts, better 
than most. 

 र                                         म  रक         च ब               ,  ज              

                                   ज       ,                                     
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

29J7.  Senegal offers „unwavering support‟ as Mali battles separatist 
insurgents 

 ऱ     द        य           क  ब        ऱ    म ऱ  क  „      म   ‟ क          दय  

 Senegal‟s President Bassirou Diomaye Faye offered “unwavering support” to 
neighbouring Mali on Tuesday as he visited its junta leader, whose government is fighting a 
jihadist and separatist insurgency. 

     ऱ            ब      दय म य  फ य     म  ऱ  र          म ऱ        य      (     )            
                 “      म   ”               ,  ज              द       ऱ     द           
                 

 Mr. Faye‟s visit to meet Malian leader Assimi Goita is his first trip since being appointed 
Chair of the West African regional bloc Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS). 
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फ य     म ऱ              म                          म    क  र  य  क      क  म द य 

(ECOWAS)      य                 ब                      
 However, the meeting was primarily bilateral and Mr. Faye was not accompanied by other 

ECOWAS members, diplomatic sources said. 

       ,                            ब                 य    औ     फ य         ECOWAS    
                         

 Fighters from the Tuareg separatist movement FLA and al-Qaeda-linked jihadist group 
JNIM have carried out coordinated assaults against Mali in recent months. 

                   र    ऱ     द        FLA      ऱ-क यद       ब       द        JNIM    
         म ऱ                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29J7. U.K. to resume military drills in Kenya after delay over human rights 
concerns 

म      क र   ब            क  क र      द र  क  ब द       क  य  म     य   य            

कर    

 Kenya and Britain on Tuesday agreed to resume military training in the East African 
nation after a delay in signing a new defence cooperation agreement that was largely 
attributed to Kenyan legislators‟ concerns about protecting nearby communities. 

क  य  औ             ग                क            य                                    

                र     य    म                              ब        ग  ,  ज              

क  य       यक                                                  ग   च           
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 Neither government commented on allegations of human rights violations involving British 
soldiers during previous training exercises. 

                                        क      ग  म      क र   ऱ                        
 रक र                        

 Kenya‟s Foreign Affairs Minister, Musalia Mudavadi, said the government welcomed the 
decision to proceed with the training after a partnership ―built over decades on mutual 
respect, constructive engagement, and a shared commitment to peace and security.‖ 

क  य  क    द   म    म    ऱय  म द   द                               ग  ब                    ग  

                            झ                र   रक   म  , र    मक   भ                औ  
  र            झ     ब                       

 The suspension in training was announced on July 23. 

           ऱ ब           23   ऱ         ग      
 Kenyan authorities had denied local media reports that Britain was considering relocating 

some military training activities to neighbouring Tanzania. 

क  य      क  रय                                               ,  ज        ग               

               ग                        य                       च              
 The British government, in a statement, said Kenya‟s government had agreed to issue the 

necessary licences and permissions, and that training would resume later this year. 

       रक र       ब              क  य   रक र       ऱ      औ     म  य   ज            
        ग                                            ग   

 Britain has about 200 military personnel permanently based in Kenya who train more than 
1,000 Kenyan soldiers each year before deployment to neighbouring Somalia to combat al-
Shabab, al-Qaeda‟s East African affiliate. 

          ग ग 200    य कम              क  य             , ज         1,000       क क  य   

    क                         ब                म  ऱय      ऱ- ब ब, ज   ऱ-क यद  क          क  
  य            ,                          ज  ज        
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29J7. Beyond national interest: role of ethics and emotions in world politics 

र    य         र :      र       म      क   और भ       क  भ  मक  
 Television debates and commentaries have a common vocabulary — power, deterrence, 

balance of power, strategic autonomy, and security. 

  ऱ      ब    औ                                    ग         —     ,    र    म   
(Deterrence),          ऱ , र     क    य          र    

 It almost appears as though International Relations has become an emotionless discipline, 
focused on power concentration, where morality and ethics have little place. 

                         रर    य   ब   (International Relations)                  ब  ग     , 
 ज                   क  क   कर        औ  ज        क          र            ब            

    
 No wonder, famous IR scholar, Stanley Hoffman, in his article, argued that IR is an 

American Social Science. 

                  रर    य   ब              ऱ    फम                                 रर    य 

  ब   (IR)     म  रक    म   क           
 It is difficult to refute Hoffman‟s argument because initially the modern international order 

emerged when European powers dominated much of the world, leaving the Global South 

with little role in designing the institutions, norms, and rules that continue to govern global 
politics. 

  फम                                 ,                 रर    य  य                   

    जब य र   य     य                     ग                  ,  ज         क द    (Global 

South)              ,         औ                     ब                   ज   ज           

  ज          च              
 Realism portrays the international system as anarchic and argues that states, in the 

absence of a central authority, are compelled to pursue their national interests. 

य      द (Realism)    रर    य  य         र  क (Anarchic)                                

                              र  य      र    य                            ब             
 Over time, Realism travelled from classrooms to newsrooms, becoming the default 

language through which foreign policy is interpreted. 

           य      द क                म   र क          च ग   औ    द                     
          ब  ग    

 It reminds us that power, military capability, and strategic calculations remain central to 
international politics. 

                            ,    य  म       र     क     ए   ज       रर    य र          
              

 Ethical considerations are often dismissed as idealistic, while emotions are treated as 

irrational distractions. 

    क     र                                          ज      , जब   भ                  

  च     झ  ज        
 Scholars such as Neta Crawford have argued that emotions are not the opposite of 

rationality; rather, they are integral to political judgment. 

           ज                         भ    ए ,  क                         ; ब       र      क     य 

           ग     
 Fear, grief, anger, humiliation, empathy, and pride actively shape how leaders interpret 

threats, define interests, and respond to crises. 

भय,   क,    ,   म  ,      भ          र  ज                                                   
  र                        ,                               औ    क                            
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 Foreign policy, therefore, is not merely an exercise in cold strategic calculation, but also a 
product of moral perceptions and collective emotions. 

      द                  र     क                         , ब           क   र     औ  
  म   क भ                            

 Large demonstrations across Europe and North America reflected growing concerns over 
civilian suffering and questioned the proportionality of Israel‟s military response. 

य र   औ    र   म  रक         ब                 रक  क               ब     च                   
      र  ऱ क     य      य            क                

 History offers numerous examples of ethics shaping international politics. 

                             ज        क         रर    य र                          
 Throughout the Cold War, the U.S. consistently presented itself as the defender of 

democracy, human rights, and individual liberty while portraying Soviet communism as 
an authoritarian system hostile to political freedom. 

    य              म  रक             ऱ क   , म      क र       य                     ब    , 
जब       य     य  द    र      क                        द                           

The position of Global South 

     क द    क       
 The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was not merely a strategy to avoid Cold War rivalries; it 

represented a normative vision of sovereign equality and a collective call for a more just 
world order. 

     र      द ऱ  (NAM)          य                        बच                    ;       भ  
 म        म  क-    र                 य य           य                                   

         
 Notably, India‟s international standing has historically rested not only on its growing 

economic and strategic capabilities but also on its democratic institutions, pluralism, 
and anti-colonial legacy. 

               भ र  क     रर    य                                 ब        क औ  
र     क  म               , ब         ऱ क     क        , ब  ऱ    द     औ       क-  र    
  र                         

 During the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971, for instance, international public opinion 
gradually shifted in India‟s favour after the humanitarian catastrophe in East Pakistan 

became widely known. 

             , 1971 क  ब   ऱ द   म         म                  क              म    य    द     
                        ब      रर    य   म      -     भ र              ग    

 More recently, India‟s consistent opposition to cross-border terrorism has enjoyed broad 
international support because it resonates with widely accepted ethical norms. 

                म   र    क  द        भ र                                                     

  ,                                 क म  द                 
 This moral capital, however, cannot be taken for granted; it must be continuously reinforced 

through consistent foreign policy choices. 

             क                             ज      ;                ग    द                     
                             

 In a world defined by Artificial Intelligence, digital media, transnational activism, and 
instantaneous communication, wars are no longer judged solely by governments or 
strategic analysts. 
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क   म ब    म  ,      ऱ म   य ,   म   र    य          क  ऱक     र                      ब 

                        रक र     र     क    ऱ  क                  ज     
 Instead, real-time images of civilian suffering, humanitarian crises, and political violence 

actively shape international narratives as they unfold. 

                 रक  क      , म    य   क       र      क                                
             -       रर    य   म                               
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  य   कर र      

 

29J7. Kerala teen affected by amoebic brain 
infection critical 

क रऱ क   क  र  म  बक म    क    म        ,   ऱ  

  भ र 

 Kasaragod district in Kerala has reported another case 
of amoebic meningoencephalitis (amoebic brain infection), 
with an 18-year-old testing positive for the rare but life-
threatening disease. 

क रऱ    क  र      ऱ      म  बक म      ए   फ ऱ      ( म  बक 

म    क    म )       औ                    ,  ज       18    य 

                        ऱ    ब म र                 ग       
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29J7. A.P., AstraZeneca ink pact for genomic 

solutions centre 

     द   और ए       क          मक  म     क   क   ऱए 

 म      कय  

 The Andhra Pradesh government on Tuesday signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with AstraZeneca India 
to establish an integrated genomic solutions centre in 
Amaravati, marking a major step towards precision cancer care. 

     द    रक र      ग        ए       क      य          म     
     (MoU)              ,  ज         मर                  

     मक  म     क               ज  ग         क क  र     र 
(       क  र क यर)                                

 The initiative aims to create India‟s first integrated precision oncology research and 
treatment ecosystem, enabling personalised cancer diagnosis and treatment through 
advanced genomic technologies. 

                 भ र  क    ऱ  एक क            क ऱ             ए       र    र     क  
                  ,  ज              मक    य    कय               य        (    ऱ    ) 

क  र   द   औ      र            ग   
 It will provide advanced genomic testing and biomarker analysis for patients with lung 

cancer and breast cancer. 

       फ फ   क  क  र         क  र             ग                    मक  र    औ  ब य म क र 
   ऱ                      ग   

29J7. Andromeda: galactic middle age 

ए   म   :  क       क  म य  य   र  

 Astronomers have used data collected by 
the Hubble Space Telescope to piece together 
the clearest yet map of star formation across 
most of the Andromeda Galaxy over the last 500 
million years. 

   ऱ  द           500  म ऱय               ए   म    
 क                    ग          र  क    म       
 ब        ब                                  बऱ 

       ऱ  क                             ग      
    

 The Andromeda is 2-2.5-times wider 
than the Milky Way, and the two galaxies have a 
coin-toss’s chance of colliding within the next 10 
billion years. 

ए   म     क        म क                 2    2.5      
     च      , औ   ग   10  रब                     
    ग ग                          ग ग  म   (50-

50)      ज        
 Recent star formation was concentrated 
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in the Galaxy’s ring structures, and that is where the rate is declining most as well. 

         र  क    म               ग ग      ऱय क र   र      (Ring Structures)            , 
औ                   ब         ग         ज     ग      

 They also found a „dead zone‟ near M32, a small satellite galaxy of the Andromeda. 

       ए   म                     क       (Satellite Galaxy) M32            „       ‟    
      

 Specifically, in the part of Andromeda closest to M32, they found new stars had almost 
completely stopped forming — an indication that M32 had likely crashed through or interacted 
with Andromeda‟s stellar disc recently, disrupting the gas clouds from which new stars are 

born. 

           , M32     ब             ए   म         ग                                      ग ग 

            ग     —      ब                  M32              ए   म    क    रक य    (Stellar 

Disc)         ग                            ,  ज           य ब दऱ                      

 ज               ज            
 The team interpreted their data to mean the Andromeda Galaxy is currently transitioning to 

its „middle age‟, away from being a vibrant, active galaxy and towards a quiescent state 

akin to retirement. 

                                                         ए   म     क                      
„म य  य   र ‟                  , ज                   ज         ग ग         -                
(Quiescent State)       ब        , ज                              

 Thus, they concluded, understanding Andromeda can point the way to better understanding 
the lives of massive galaxies. 

                                ए   म         झ       ऱ  क            ज   -च     ब     
  ग      झ        ग                   

29J7. Cipla gets U.S. FDA nod 

for generic of asthma, COPD 
drug 

   ऱ  क     म  और         क  
     रक द   क   ऱए  म  रक  FDA क  
म   र   मऱ  

 Cipla has received approval from 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(U.S. FDA) for its Abbreviated New Drug 
Application (ANDA) for generic Advair 
Diskus (fluticasone propionate and 
salmeterol inhalation powder) in three 
strengths — 100/50 mcg, 250/50 mcg, 
and 500/50 mcg. 

   ऱ      म  रक     य ए   औ          

(U.S. FDA)                   औ    

   द  (ANDA)       ग   ज       ए   यर 
   क  (Advair Diskus) ( ऱ   क     

    य            म   र ऱ     ऱ        र)    
        य  — 100/50 म      म, 250/50 

म      म     500/50 म      म —                             
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29J7.  „China starts making home-grown immersion DUV chipmaking tools‟ 

„         द     म    DUV       म      कर   क      द       कय ‟ 

 China has begun mass producing domestically developed immersion deep-ultraviolet 
(DUV) lithography machines, a technology crucial to advanced chipmaking, a person 
familiar with the matter said, marking a key step forward in Beijing‟s drive to reduce its 
reliance on foreign technologies. 

             च                    ,                             म       -      यऱ   (DUV) 

 ऱ    फ  म        ब     म     र     द                                म                 

                  औ  ब              द       य    कय                                        

                  ज          
 Shanghai Aishengna Electronic Technology Group, a little-known Chinese state-owned 

company, is leading the production effort after incorporating teams from top Chinese 
lithography startups, the source said, declining to be named due to the sensitivity of the 
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subject. 

      ,                                       ज ग            , ब           च च   च    
 रक र      म     ऱ  क                   ऱ      क      ऱ             च     ऱ    फ           

                         ब                                       

Self-sufficiency boost 

  म  भ र   क  ब     

 The development represents a win for Beijing‟s nationwide semiconductor self-sufficiency 
initiative, one of President Xi Jinping‟s highest priorities, but will not pose an immediate 
commercial threat for Dutch supplier ASML. 

         ब                    म क    र   म  भ र     ऱ, ज  र                         च 

                      ,                                      ,       च            ASML    
                                ग   

 DUV is a key chipmaking tool long dominated by ASML. 

DUV               म      कर    ,  ज       ब         ASML                  
 The Information, a technology industry news outlet, first reported on China‟s 

development of the tool on Monday, noting that an unidentified state-backed company in 
Shanghai had begun manufacturing the machines and planned to produce about five this 
year and roughly 20 in 2027. 

   य   क    य   क   म   र म   The Information      म  र     ब                           

              च                       ,                    र  य- म     क                    
                      औ          ग ग          2027     ग ग 20       ब          ज       

 Reuters is the first to report the identity of the company. 

र य                  च       ज                      च             

Needs more testing 

 भ  और  र    क     यक   

 Aishengna‟s DUV machine is expected to need further testing and remains far from 
matching the Dutch firm’s competing models, the source said. 

             ,           DUV म           औ   र                                 च 

                                  ब  ब      च                   
 Successful deployment would, however, give Chinese chipmakers an alternative source of 

equipment if Western governments further restrict exports or servicing of foreign 
lithography tools. 

       ,                         ग    ज      ,        म   रक र                ऱ    फ  
  कर                             औ          ब    ग   ज                           म       
                                     ज  ग   

 The Chinese-made DUV machines are expected to be delivered this year to leading 
Chinese chipmakers including Semiconductor Manufacturing International Corp (SMIC), 
Hua Hong Semiconductor, and memory-chip maker ChangXin Memory Technologies 
(CXMT), The Information said, citing two people familiar with the matter. 

The Information                 च                         ब            म     म   DUV म     
            च          म       —   म क    र म  य फ    र      र    ऱ क    (SMIC),         

  म क    र,             म म र       ऱ     (CXMT) —               ज   ग   
 Immersion DUV machines use a layer of water between the projection lens and a silicon 

wafer to print smaller circuit patterns than conventional dry systems. 
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 म    DUV म             ऱ   औ     ऱक     फर    ब च                       ग        , 
 ज                     म                         क                   ज           

Advanced chips 

          

 They are used to produce a broad range of chips and can also be pushed to manufacture 
more advanced semiconductors through multiple patterning, which requires repeated 

exposures of the same layer. 

         ग                                           ज       औ  म    ऱ                  
                     म क    र                    ज         ,  ज                     ब  -
ब                        

 ASML did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

एए एमएऱ (ASML)                                                   
 SMIC, Hua Hong, and CXMT also did not respond to requests for comment. 

ए एम     (SMIC),         (Hua Hong)       ए  एम   (CXMT)                            
                   

 After dropping 8% on the report by The Information on Monday, ASML shares were down 
1.6% at 0906 GMT, in line with other European chip sector stocks but underperforming the 
broader pan-European STOXX 600 Index. 

          द   फ म    (The Information)              ब   8%  ग         च   0906 GMT    
एए एमएऱ         1.6% औ    च          ग         य र   य                             ,       
         -य र   य STOXX 600    क  क               ज             

 Shanghai Capital Tech Aishengna was established in August 2023 with registered capital 
of 7 billion yuan ($1.0 billion), backed by just two state-owned shareholders — Shanghai 
Electric Holding and a subsidiary of Shanghai International Trust, according to corporate 

records. 

                                क    ऱ   क        (Shanghai Capital Tech Aishengna)    
            2023    7  रब य    (1.0  रब  म  रक    ऱर)      ज        ज                     
         रक र      म     ऱ    यर  रक  —        ऱ    क                      र    ऱ        
               —                   

 Little is known about the firm, which does not have a website and has disclosed nothing 

publicly about its operations. 

            ब       ब       ज                            ब             औ               च    

   ब           ज              ज         झ              
 The source said the company has incorporated teams from lithography startup 

Yuliangsheng, which had begun testing a DUV prototype last year, and Shanghai Micro 
Electronics Equipment (SMEE). 

             ,           ऱ    फ          य  ऱय       (Yuliangsheng),  ज              DUV 

                               ,           म      ऱ              म   (SMEE)            
                        

 SMEE and Yuliangsheng, which is an affiliate of Huawei-backed equipment maker 
SiCarrier, are deeply involved in Beijing‟s semiconductor self-sufficiency efforts. 

ए एम   (SMEE) औ  य  ऱय       (Yuliangsheng), ज          म                   SiCarrier 

     ब     , ब      क    म क    र   म  भ र    य       ग        ज            
 Corporate and recruitment records show Aishengna and Yuliangsheng share an address in 

Shanghai. 
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        औ        ब                   च                 औ  य  ऱय                             
    

 Aishengna, its shareholders, SMEE, and Yuliangsheng did not respond to requests for 

comment. 

      ,               , ए एम       य  ऱय                                                  

Chasing ASML 

एए एमएऱ क  बर बर  क  क     

 China has been barred by the U.S. from buying ASML‟s most advanced Extreme Ultraviolet 
(EUV) lithography systems, while Dutch export controls have also restricted its access to 
some advanced DUV machines. 

 म  रक            एए एमएऱ     ब        ए    म       यऱ   (EUV)  ऱ    फ      ऱय     
           ब              , जब     दरऱ   क    य      य                        DUV म     
       च                 

 Even as Beijing pushes for self-sufficiency, China remains a crucial revenue pillar for 
ASML, accounting for roughly 16% of the Dutch giant’s net sales in the first half of the year. 

      ब        म  भ र      ब           ,            एए एमएऱ                      ज       

ब          औ           ऱ   म        च          क ऱ       ब       ग ग 16%                  
 While barred from advanced EUV systems, Chinese chipmakers continue to heavily 

procure less advanced DUV tools. 

     EUV     ऱय        ब           ब  ज              म             DUV   कर      ब   
               ज                

 Reuters reported in December, citing sources, that China had succeeded in building a 
prototype of an EUV system, a tool key to building the world’s most advanced chips, 

though it remains years from production. 

र य        द  बर                     ब                  EUV    ऱ  क  एक                         
                                         ब                                               , 
                                             ग ग   

No earnings impact 

 य  र क    भ        

 Despite the market reaction, analysts say the news is unlikely to impact ASML‟s earnings 
trajectory in the mid-term. 

ब                   ब  ज                                च      म यम         एए एमएऱ क  
 य क   द                                    

 ―Producing a handful of immersion DUV tools is not the same as producing tools that can be 
used for high-volume manufacturing, where yield, overlay, throughput, and reliability 
over thousands of wafer runs are what matter,‖ JP Morgan Chase analysts wrote in a note 

on Tuesday. 

     म         (JP Morgan Chase)                  ग                         , ―     म    

DUV   कर  ब     औ                        ज    ब     म    क      म           ग      ज     , 
       ग-  ग ब        ब                       य   ,   रऱ ,            ज      फर र           

       य    ब                     ‖ 
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29J7. Seoul uses AI-powered cameras to detect suicide risk and help save 
lives 

  य ऱ   म  य  क      म क      ऱ     और      ब     क   ऱए ए  -     ऱ  क मर  क  
  य   कर र      

 The waterway is a landmark of the glittering South Korean capital, but also a frequent scene 
of despair in a country with one of the world’s highest suicide rates. 

   ज   ग  द    क  रय     च        ज                       ,                               
                   , ज      म  य  क  दर          ब            

 The artificial intelligence-driven surveillance system alerts first responders if someone 

lingers in certain locations, enters an area deemed unsafe, or picks up one of the bridges’ 
dedicated suicide-prevention phones. 

क   म ब    म       र     र       ऱ      क ऱ   ब   क म य                             

                                             ,              ग                                 
 ग   ग    म  य -    र    ऱ फ          ग          

„Blink of an eye‟ 

„ ऱ भर म ‟ 

 Many CCTV systems worldwide use some form of Artificial Intelligence (AI) to help spot 
danger. 

                            ऱय   (CCTV Systems)                   च                      

           क   म ब    म   (AI)        ग          
 Japanese company Asilla says its AI surveillance system can detect unusual behaviour, 

such as falls, or someone who might be preparing to jump from a height. 

ज                ऱ  (Asilla)                    ए      र       ऱ          ग        , 
ज      र  ,                                क द   क    य र      ज    ज                    ग  
         

 Its AI tool has been learning behaviour patterns from cameras in public facilities such as 
shopping centres and railway stations. 

     ए     कर            र  औ  र ऱ          ज           क              ग            य   र 
  ब                      
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 It is not meant to replace humans and cannot bring down Japan‟s suicide rate — the 
highest in the G7 — alone, she stressed. 

          ब      ब                   म   य                           ब    ग     औ        
      क    म  य  दर, ज    -7          ब          ,                     

GS Paper III: Environment  29 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

29J7 Centre reissues draft on Western Ghats eco-zone 

क          म         र     क-    द   ऱ     क  म  द  क         र   कय  
29J7 Urban Indian private schools at risk of proximity to toxic lead sites: report 

           - द       ऱ  क    क    क      म म  भ र  क    र          य ऱय:  र     
29J7 Co-existing with tigers outside reserves 

 र         क  ब  र ब    क        -       

 India curtailed 8,133 GWh solar power to maintain grid security 

      र   ब  ए र    क   ऱए भ र     8,133 GWh   र      क      द     म   कय  
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29J7. Centre reissues draft on Western Ghats eco-zone 

क          म         र     क-    द   ऱ     क  म  द  क         र   कय  
 The fresh notification underscores the Centre’s inability to resolve longstanding differences 

with the six Western Ghats States — Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and 
Tamil Nadu — over the precise villages and regions that should be included within the eco-
sensitive zone. 

        च                                     म         ज             —    र  , म  र   , 

    , क    क, क रऱ औ    मऱ     —           र     क-    द   ऱ                  ज         
     ग     औ                 ब         च                               ब                    

 The States had raised concerns over the impact of the ESA declaration on agriculture, 
plantations, infrastructure, and development. 
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र  य     ESA           ज       क   , ब     ,     र          क                             
 च                

 The dispute over protecting the Western Ghats dates back to 2011, when a panel chaired by 
the late ecologist Madhav Gadgil recommended that the entire 1,29,000 sq. km mountain 
chain be treated as ecologically sensitive, with graded levels of protection. 

    म                             2011    च           , जब     ग             म         ऱ 

                            1,29,000      कऱ म  र                                              

   र     क           द   ऱ                              
 Following objections from the States, a High-Level Working Group chaired by K. 

Kasturirangan reviewed the proposal and recommended that about 37% of the Western 
Ghats, covering 59,940 sq. km of natural landscape, be designated an ESA. 

र  य               ब   क . क   र र                         र य क य   म                  
         औ      म          ग ग 37%           -  ग,       59,940      कऱ म  र,    
   र     क           द   ऱ     (ESA)                           
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29J7. Urban Indian private schools at risk of proximity to toxic lead sites: 
report 

           - द       ऱ  क    क    क      म म  भ र  क    र          य ऱय:  र     
 And of all the world’s capital cities, New Delhi topped the list, with more than 90% of its 

private schools located near a site contaminated with lead, mercury, cadmium, arsenic, 
and/or pesticides. 

            र      य         द ऱ       च                , ज    90%       क         य ऱय     
                     ज      ,   र , क   मयम,      क    /     क     क                

 While lead exists naturally in the deep layers of the earth, no amount of lead exposure is 
safe for humans. 

                    ग                               ज      ,             क  क   भ    र        
                       

 Once it enters the body, it can stay silently stuck to the bones, mimicking calcium. 

   ब                        ब          य     च  च    च   ज       औ  क    यम               
         

 When mixed with blood, it can lead to severe kidney and heart problems. 

र          ज          ग       द        दय   ब     म य ए                    
 Among children, lead can be a powerful neurotoxin that degrades myelin, the protective 

outer layer of the brain, and hampers brain cell connections. 

ब                            क -    ( य र       )                      , ज            
         ब         म य ऱ             च           म    क क   क    क   र  र   ब       ब     

         
 In the last few decades, more and more studies from both developed and developing 

countries have linked lead exposure to shortened attention spans, heightened 
aggression, behavioural disorders, and a permanent drop in IQ. 

                    क          क    ऱ द                              क         य   

    , ब          मक  ,  य   र   ब      क र      ब    क  म   (IQ)                 ज        

Paradox of development, recycling 

  क   और         क    र   भ   

 Lead-acid batteries are used to start most petrol and diesel motor engines; lead is also 
present in smaller quantities in the electrical components of photovoltaic cells, wind 
turbines, and as part of back-up power supply systems. 

ऱ  -ए    ब   रय         ग             ऱ औ     ऱ        ज      च                     ज      ; 
     फ        क क   क   ,      ब                         ब क-      य              ऱय     
     ग                                        

 These batteries alone contribute to 86% of global lead consumption. 

        ब                क        भ      86%   ग             
 Lead acid batteries are also popular because they are cheap, rechargeable, and easy to 

recycle. 

ऱ  -ए    ब   रय                                   ,    भ र  य             म   रऱ          
 The metal melts at 327° C, a temperature that can be achieved using a blowtorch in a 

backyard. 

        327°      य              , ज                 ज                    ऱ             ग 

               ज           
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 Thus, in India, even though there are more than 350 well-equipped recycling units, some 
90% of the waste ends up in the informal network, where profits are also higher. 

       , भ र    ,       350       क                  क  य     ,         ग ग 90%        

       रक     क         च ज      , ज    ऱ भ                  
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29J7. Co-existing with tigers outside reserves 

 र         क  ब  र ब    क        -       

 Since the launch of Project Tiger in 1973, the country’s network of protected areas has 
expanded from nine reserves covering 18,278 sq km to 58 reserves spanning 84,488 sq 
km, accounting for nearly 2.6% of India‟s landmass. 

1973               र             ब               र                   18,278      कम          9 

 भय र य     ब    84,488      कम            58  भय र य         च ग     , ज  भ र  क  क ऱ भ -
भ       ग ग 2.6%     

 India‟s tiger population has risen from 1,411 in 2006 to 3,682 in 2022, firmly establishing 
the country as home to over 70% of the world‟s wild tigers. 

भ र  म  ब    क     य  2006    1,411    ब    2022    3,682    ग    ,  ज                 70%    
   क    ऱ  ब            -    ब  ग       

 According to the National Tiger Conservation Authority, 35-40% of India‟s tiger 
population now lives outside designated Tiger Reserves. 

र    य ब     र       कर  (NTCA)          , भ र  क  ब           ग ग 35-40%  ब       च  

    र  र       ब             
 This reality has prompted the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change to 

launch the Tigers Outside Tiger Reserves (TOTR) initiative. 

                       य   र ,    ए    ऱ  य    र     म   ऱय                       र  र     
(TOTR)                  

 The objective of the TOTR is to establish a scientifically grounded, landscape-based 
framework for conserving tigers outside protected areas while safeguarding human lives 
and livelihoods. 

      र (TOTR)             र            ब    ब                          क    र  र    म  , 

भ   य-    र    र                  ,        म         औ       क                 च       
    

 Rather than responding to conflict only after it occurs, the initiative seeks to shift the 
approach from reactive crisis management to proactive, science-driven governance built 
on technology, preparedness, and community participation. 

                         ब                   बज  ,             य  मक   क   ब            
   य,      -    र                          च       , ज     य   क ,   य र  औ    म द  यक 

  भ                    
 The TOTR rests on two complementary pillars. 

      र द   र  र   रक    भ                
 The first focuses on reducing human-tiger conflict and strengthening field protection. 

  ऱ     भ म   -ब                        म द      र                             
 This includes upgrading communication systems, deploying rapid response teams, 

improving rescue infrastructure, and ensuring coordinated action during emergencies. 

        ग       र     ऱय          ,    र       य  दऱ           , ब        र       
                 क ऱ     र     य                          च                 
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 The second pillar emphasises long-term coexistence. 

द  र     भ द   क  ऱक   -          ब           
 Conservation outside protected areas cannot succeed without the trust and participation of 

local communities. 

  र            ब      र           म द य            औ       ग       ब                     
 Awareness programmes, community engagement, timely compensation and treating 

villagers as partners are central to the initiative. 

    क   क य  म,   म द  यक   भ     ,        म            म         ग              
                                   

 
29J7. India curtailed 8,133 

GWh solar power to 
maintain grid security 

      र   ब  ए र    क   ऱए 

भ र     8,133 GWh   र      
क      द     म   कय  

 As on June 30, India has 
installed solar capacity of up to 
162.15 GW, which is inclusive of 
125.6 GW of utility-scale 
projects, 30.11 GW of rooftop 
projects, and 6.43 GW of off-
grid projects. 

30        भ र         162.15 

        (GW)      र       म   
          ज  च      ,  ज    125.6 

GW    य    ऱ  - क ऱ   रय    ए , 
30.11 GW     फ      रय    ए , 
    6.43 GW     फ-    

  रय    ए            

PM Surya Ghar 

  एम   य   र य     

 Separately, Mr. Naik also 
told the Rajya Sabha that since 
its implementation in February 
2024, the PM Surya Ghar 

scheme has received more than 
75 lakh applications, as on July 
22. 

  ग   ,       क    र  य भ     
ब        फर र  2024      ग          ब      22   ऱ        एम   य   र य           ग   75 ऱ      
   क    द               

 More than 39.7 lakh rooftop solar (RTS) systems with a cumulative installed capacity of 
14,180.90 MW have been installed, he added. 

        ग  ब        14,180.90 म       (MW)                         39.7 ऱ         क 

 फ      र (RTS)     म            ज  च        
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GS Paper III: Internal Security 29 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

29J7 Protecting protest 

  र  - द    क    र   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

29J7. Protecting protest 

  र  - द    क    र   
 But as Justice Joymalya Bagchi observed, the State 

should also answer why some police officers allegedly lacked 
protective gear. 

      ज        य यम       यम  य ब                 , र  य          
          च               ऱ     क  रय                    
  र   मक   कर               

 Under-equipped police are more likely to escalate force out 
of fear, and this is why international best practices in crowd 
control involve graduated responses. 

                     च     ऱ       ब     ग          ब        
                    , औ                 भ     य         ब     

   रर    य     म          च  ब                 ज        
 The democratic purpose of a protest is to inconvenience 

the State and thus should not be limited to its happening at the 
State‟s convenience. 

  र  - द                        र  य                च      ,         
     र  य                                     ज    च      

 At the same time, not every inconvenience is 
constitutionally protected. 

      ,                                                        
 The answer lies in proportionality. 

                   क   क                       
 If the CJI‟s insistence on ―discipline‖ comes to mean 

protests must be orderly and predictable, it risks imposing 
administrative preferences on a constitutional right. 

    म  य  य य           ―       ‖         ग   ब                 
ज                 -                     औ                  च    ,    
             क    क र                                         
ज                       

 The State is responsible for preventing violence, protecting 
life, and maintaining essential services. 
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र  य     ज                      ,                         यक           ब             
 But modern cities are also dense and even a peaceful blockade could deprive thousands of 

uninvolved citizens of their liberties. 

                             ब                , औ                                    ज    
   ब     ग                             च              

 The judiciary should thus resist conflating disruption that results in inconveniencing the 

public — which is one of the mechanisms by which a protest acquires its political force — and 
violence, which infringes on the rights of others. 

     य य   ऱक              ,  ज    ज                      —ज            -              
  ज                                   —औ       , ज                                    , 
                         बच   च      

 A unified set of procedures will also be welcome since policing is a State subject under the 
Seventh Schedule, and States have different training, equipment, escalation, and 
documentation rules. 

           य                     ग        ग ,          ऱ   य                          ग   

र  य    य   , औ                       ,   कर , बऱ  य   क             ऱ      ब      यम 

  ग-  ग     
 A national protocol could standardise the thresholds at which the use of high-impact 

crowd-control measures can be authorised and mandatory documentation of lathi charges, 
medical assistance after use of force, preservation of evidence, and independent inquiries 

into serious injuries. 

   र    य     क ऱ                                  ज               - भ     ऱ  भ  -

  य       य         ग              ज  ,     ऱ       , ब     ग    ब      क   य    य  , 
   य           औ  ग     च                                         च       ज       

Diminishing relevance 

           क   

 As Olympic and World Championships medallist Mirabai Chanu stood atop the podium in 
Glasgow on Sunday, tears rolling down her cheeks after becoming the first woman 
weightlifter to secure her third consecutive Commonwealth Games gold medal, she 

provided much-needed succour to a Games that had risked fading into oblivion a few years 
ago. 

           ऱ         ऱ   क औ           य           ज    म र ब        जब    र  ऱ    र 
र   म  ऱ   ऱ  क        दक ज            म म  ऱ  भ र   ऱक ब       ब                         
    औ                    ब        ,  ब                                 ब           ,  ज    
                   ग     ज       ज              ग       

 

The Internet can be broadly divided into three layers: 

1. Surface Web  

2. Deep Web  

3. Dark Web  

The Deep Web and the Dark Web are often confused, but they are fundamentally different. 

Feature Deep Web Dark Web 
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Feature Deep Web Dark Web 

Definition 

The part of the internet that is not 

indexed by search engines but is 

accessible with proper 

authorization. 

A small, hidden portion of the Deep 

Web that requires special software 

(e.g., Tor Browser) to access and 

provides a high degree of anonymity. 

Accessibility 

Accessible through normal web 

browsers after logging in or with 

permission. 

Requires specialised browsers such as 

Tor (The Onion Router) or I2P. 

Indexed by 

Search 

Engines 

� No � No 

Purpose 
Protects private, confidential, or 

restricted information. 

Designed primarily for anonymous 

communication and hidden services. 

Legality 
Entirely legal and used every day 

by individuals and organisations. 

Accessing it is not illegal in itself in 

most countries, but many activities 

carried out on it may be illegal. 

Size 
Around 90–95% of all web 

content. 

A very small fraction of the Deep Web 

(well below 1% of the total web). 

Examples 

Online banking, email inboxes, 

hospital records, university portals, 

government databases, cloud 

storage, subscription services. 

Anonymous forums, whistle-blower 

platforms, secure journalism portals, 

encrypted marketplaces, hidden 

websites ending in .onion. 

 

What is the Deep Web? 

The Deep Web consists of all internet content that cannot be found through search engines 

like Google, Bing, or Yahoo because it is protected by passwords, subscriptions, 

permissions, or technical restrictions. 

Examples 

 Internet banking accounts  

 Gmail inbox  

 Hospital medical records  

 Government databases  

 University student portals  

 Company intranets  

 Cloud storage (Google Drive, OneDrive)  

 Paid academic journals  

Why is it useful? 

The Deep Web protects: 

 Privacy  
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 Financial information  

 Medical records  

 Educational records  

 Government documents  

 Business data  

Thus, the Deep Web is an essential and legitimate part of the Internet. 

What is the Dark Web? 

The Dark Web is a hidden subset of the Deep Web that intentionally conceals the identity 

and location of users and websites through encryption and anonymous routing. 

It is commonly accessed using the Tor Browser, which routes internet traffic through 

multiple volunteer-operated servers, making it difficult to identify the user's IP address. 

Legitimate Uses of the Dark Web 

The Dark Web is not inherently illegal. It has several lawful applications, such as: 

 Secure communication by journalists.  

 Protection of whistle-blowers.  

 Anonymous communication by human rights activists.  

 Circumventing censorship in countries with restricted internet access.  

 Privacy-conscious browsing.  

Illegal Uses of the Dark Web 

Unfortunately, the anonymity offered by the Dark Web also attracts criminal activity, including: 

 Illegal drug marketplaces.  

 Sale of stolen personal or financial data.  

 Distribution of malware and ransomware.  

 Illegal firearms trafficking.  

 Counterfeit documents.  

 Financial fraud and cybercrime. 

 

 


